
120 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

the happy partakers of its blessings, and
my sincere desire is that all may improve
upon the words of life which have been
revealed from the heavens in our day.
It is written, "And this is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent." All nations, tribes and communi-
ties of men worship something, it may be
a stump, a stock, a tree, a stone, a fig-
ure molded in brass, iron, silver, or gold,
or some living creature, or the sun, the
moon, the stars, or the god of the wind
and other elements, and while worship-
ing gods which they can see and handle,
there dwells within them a crude and
undefined impression of a great Supreme
and universal Ruler whom they seek
to represent and worship in gods made
with their own hands; but where he
is located, what his shape and dimen-
sions and what his qualifications are
they know not. The Apostle Paul found
the city of the Athenians wholly given
to idolatry; and they called him a "bab-
bler," because he preached unto them Je-
sus and the resurrection. He disputed in
the synagogue with the Jews and with
the devout persons, and in the market
daily with them who met with him; and
standing, in the midst of Mars hill, he
said, "Ye men of Athens, I perceive that
in all things ye are too superstitious. For
as I passed by, and beheld your devo-
tions, I found an altar with this inscrip-
tion, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.' Whom
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him de-
clare I unto you."

The Athenians knew not what to
worship, and it seems they were will-
ing to worship a god unknown to them,
very likely under the impression that he
might be the true God, whom they had
tried to represent no doubt in various
ways.

Wherever the human family dwell

upon the face of the earth, whether they
are savage or civilized, there is a de-
sire implanted within them to worship
a great, Supreme Ruler, and not know-
ing Him, they suppose that through of-
fering worship and sacrifice to their idols
they can conciliate his anger which they
think they see manifested in the thun-
der, in the lightning, in the storm, in the
floods, in the reverses of war, in the hand
of death, etc., etc.; thus they try to woo
his protection and his blessing for victory
over their enemies, and at the termina-
tion of this life for a place in the heaven
their imaginations have created, or tra-
dition has handed down to them. I have
much charity for this portion of the hu-
man family called heathens or idolaters;
they have made images to represent to
their eyes a power which they cannot
see, and desire to worship a Supreme Be-
ing through the figure which they have
made.

There is a Power that has organized
all things from the crude matter that
floats in the immensity of space. He
has given form, motion and life to this
material world; has made the great and
small lights that bespangle the firma-
ment above; has allotted to them their
times and their seasons, and has marked
out their spheres. He has caused the
air and the waters to teem with life, and
covered the hills and plains with creep-
ing things, and has made man to be a
ruler over His creations. All these won-
ders are the works of the Almighty ruler
of the universe, in whom we believe and
whom we worship. "The earth rolls upon
her wings, and the sun giveth his light
by day, and the moon giveth her light
by night, and the stars also giveth their
light, as they roll upon their wings in
their glory, in the midst of the power of
God." "Behold, all these are kingdoms,
and any man who hath seen any or the


