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know how to take him; but when men
come and say they are Latter-day Saints,
brethren, Mormons, the people trust
them as friends and are deceived and
suffer through their avarice.

I like to see men get rich by their
industry, prudence, management and
economy, and then devote it to the build-
ing up of the kingdom of God upon the
earth, and in gathering in the poor saints
from the four corners of the earth; and I
am pleased to say that our rich brethren
are doing well. I have no fault to find
with our brethren who are merchants, in
regard to their deal with me as an in-
dividual; they are kind to me. I believe
they would give me half they are worth,
if I were to ask them for it.

The Lord will bestow riches and
honor upon this people as fast as they
can receive them and learn to take care
of them in the Lord. We all have faults:
fault could be found with our mechanics
and with our common laborers, as well as
with our merchants. Yet, notwithstand-
ing all our faults, where is there as good
a community of people upon the earth,
or as good looking a one, or as wise and
knowing a one as the Latter-day Saints
in this Territory? Let us continue to im-
prove until we are filled with the knowl-
edge of the truth. We have yet much to
learn. It is necessary that the people
be taught how to live with each other,
and enjoy each other's society in peace,
and in the light of the Holy Spirit of the
gospel which we have embraced, that ev-
ery minute of our lives may be a scene
of peace. We should learn to live with
our neighbors without contention, learn-
ing to do good to each other.

To build up the kingdom of God
is our business; we have nothing else
on hand. When will we see and
understand the general principle of
building up the kingdom of God on

the earth? When shall we see the inter-
est of the whole of God's people sought by
each person instead of an individual in-
terest? The question in our minds ought
to be, what will advance the general in-
terests of our settlements and increase
intelligence in the minds of the people.
To do this should be our constant study
in preference to how shall we secure
that farm or that garden, or to saying, I
want that house, and I do delight in that
horse, and this carriage, &c., so much so
that we cannot worship our God in pub-
lic meeting or kneel down to pray in our
families without the images of earthly
possessions rising up in our minds to dis-
tract them and make our worship and
our prayers unprofitable. Until a self-
ish, individual interest is banished from
our minds, and we become interested in
the general welfare, we shall never be
able to magnify our Holy Priesthood as
we should.

On tomorrow (June 27) it will be
twenty-one years since Joseph Smith
was killed, and from that time to this
the Twelve have dictated, guided and di-
rected the destinies of this great peo-
ple. Can you not discern clearly that
this kingdom grows? In a few years
more those who composed the Church
in the days of Joseph Smith will be
found only one here and one there.
It will soon be hard to find one who
knew the Prophet Joseph. The king-
dom has made rapid strides in ad-
vance, and prospered amazingly in the
last twenty-one years. We have trav-
eled abroad into the world—into the
wide field—and have scattered the seed
of truth broadcast, and gathered from
the crude masses our brethren, our
sisters, their children, and all those
who have received the truth, and ce-
mented them together by the power of
the Holy Priesthood, into a great peo-
ple. In this the hand of God is visi-
ble to all, in acknowledging the labors of


