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they believe in Joseph the Prophet, in
the Book of Mormon, in the gathering of
the house of Israel, in the building up of
Zion, and in all the blessings promised
to the Church and kingdom of God upon
the earth; but they do not like to be quite
so nigh their neighbors; they want to be
off on one side, from under the influence
of city regulations, and from under the
eye of their Bishop. When I see this feel-
ing manifested, I fear those persons have
never felt that brotherly feeling that be-
longs to the spirit of our religion; if they
ever did have it, they certainly do not
possess it when they entertain such de-
sires. I would like to see a disposi-
tion manifested to live close to the meet-
inghouse, or to the schoolhouse, where
the Saints can attend the public worship
of God and can send their children to
school, where they can live so that their
children can associate together and form
lasting friendships, that may serve them
for good in a day to come, and where they
can pass the dreary winter months in as-
sociations with people who are informed,
and are capable of educating them in
singing, in mathematics, spelling, and
other branches of education; and when
they want to recreate, that they can min-
gle together in the dance without having
to go long distances through the snow
and the cold; and that in the case of
sickness or accident of any kind, they
may be within the reach of sympathetic
hearts and the hand of kindness and
benevolence, being ever ready to receive
kindness or to give it to their neighbors.
Those who possess these desires mani-
fest plainly the spirit of the Gospel.

This people are improving; they
are improving in the cultivation of
the soil, in the study of horticulture,
both theoretically and practically, and
in all matters that are calculated to
multiply around them every substan-
tial comfort of life. Yet we are im-

perfect, we are weak, and we cannot see
afar off, though I think we can see as
through a glass darkly, and comprehend
the outlines of many things; if we can-
not see all the details, we can see the
future of this people and the destiny of
the nations. We should love the earth—
we should love the works which God has
made. This is correct; but we should
love them in the Lord, as I think the
majority of this people do; for what peo-
ple would have done as this people have,
were it not for the kingdom of heaven's
sake? They have forsaken their homes,
and friends, and country to come up to
these mountains to serve God and build
up his kingdom on the earth.

We are doing well, notwithstanding
all our failings and weaknesses; but the
Lord would like to have us a little more
diligent; he would like us to cleave a lit-
tle more closely to the things of his king-
dom, have more of his Spirit, and know
more of him and of one another, that
complete and perfect confidence may be
restored. The confidence which should
exist among all people is gone, and the
wise men of the world are aware of this
fact, but they are at a loss to know how to
recover it. The Latter-day Saints alone
know how to do this; they know how to
sustain themselves and restore the con-
fidence which has been lost. We are ac-
tually restoring this confidence. The peo-
ple abroad who have confidence in our
Elders, and in their testimony, are bap-
tized in water according to the ancient
pattern, and are born of the water, and
are also born of the Spirit, and receive
a testimony from the heavens for them-
selves. This is the only way in which con-
fidence can be restored among men.

All men ought to understand that
confidence is one of the most precious
jewels that they can possibly possess
on the earth, and when we have the


