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in the possession of this people—a wis-
dom that will save them from the calami-
ties and the evils that are coming upon
them. It is not far distant. It will
not be very long before men will seek
to be taught of this people the princi-
ples that pertain to this and the next
world. Though they now pretend to
despise them, that knowledge is, nev-
ertheless, in the midst of this people
alone. They understand the principles
that will save men—not only men in-
dividually, but as nations and commu-
nities, from the evils with which they
are threatened here and hereafter. They
have been obtained by us in the same
manner in which they were obtained by
Jesus Christ, by Peter, and by those asso-
ciated with him; they have been obtained
by the knowledge, and light, and intelli-
gence of heaven, bestowed on men in an-
swer to prayer and faith properly exer-
cised. There is something very delightful
and consoling in the reflection that men
and women, no matter how ignorant, if
they become acquainted with the princi-
ples of the Gospel, will become wise unto
salvation, and be elevated and be de-
veloped, and continue to increase in ev-
erything that is great and desirable be-
fore God and man. We see this promise,
which the Gospel holds out to us, being
fulfilled.

We talk about the glory which is in
store for us, and well we may talk about
it, because we have, to a certain extent,
had a foretaste on the earth of those
promises, the fulness of which we shall
enjoy in that world to which we are all
hastening. We can see the effects of the
Gospel upon the minds of the people, and
upon our own minds; we see the people
being morally developed in everything
that will make them mighty before God.

I know that the Lord, for a wise purpose,
has called the noblest spirits that he had
around him to come forth in this dispen-
sation. He called them to come in hum-
ble circumstances, that they might re-
ceive the experience necessary to try and
prove them in all things, that they might
descend below all things, and gradually
begin to ascend above all things; there
was a wise design in this, and we see it
carried out at the present time.

I take great delight in these things;
it is a great pleasure to reflect upon this
Work; for, view it which way you will,
look at it from any standpoint, there
is something attractive and lovely con-
nected with it. We can all have this en-
joyment, there is no defect or flaw in the
system; there is nothing about it, if we
had the power, that we could improve
or make better. That is a great conso-
lation to us; it is not the work of man,
a cunningly devised fable man has con-
structed. It is not made to suit our pe-
culiar tastes and views, but it is eter-
nal; it has always existed, and it accords
with our being, and with the laws of
our being, because the plan of salvation
emanated from the same eternal source
that we emanated from, and everything
connected with us and this system is in
perfect harmony. There is nothing con-
flicting between the perfect laws of our
nature and the laws of God, revealed in
the Gospel. It is this that makes it so
beautiful, that causes it to have such an
elevating effect upon us; and we have
to live in agreement with it, in order to
eventually be exalted in the presence of
our Father and God; which, may God
grant, may be our happy lot, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.


