
90 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

us is, they talk about something to come;
we say that it has commenced, and that
this is that kingdom.

Well, but do you not hold allegiance
to the government of the United States
also? Do you not believe in the laws
and institutions thereof? Yes, we have
always sustained and upheld them; and
although we have had many very heavy
provocations to make us feel rebellious
and opposed to that government, yet we
have always sustained it under all cir-
cumstances and in every position. When
they tried to cut our throats, we rather
objected to that, you know. We had some
slight objection to have our heads cut off
and be trampled under foot; we did not
think it was either constitutional or le-
gal. But when they took their swords
away from our necks and said that we
might enjoy the rights of American cit-
izens, that was all we wanted.

There is, however, a kind of politi-
cal heresy that we have always adopted.
We have always maintained that we had
a right to worship God as we thought
proper under the constitution of the
United States, and that we would vote
as we pleased. But some people took
a notion to say "they would be damned
if we should." We told them, however,
that was a matter of their own taste;
that we would seek to be saved and yet
we would do it. It has always been a
principle with us, and in fact is given
in one of our revelations, "that he who
will observe the laws of God need not
transgress the laws of the land." It has
always been a principle inculcated by the
authorities of this Church, and taught
by our Elders, never to interfere with
the political affairs of any nation where
they might be—that is, as Elders. They
go forth with the Gospel of peace, to
preach to the people, and not to inter-
fere with their political institutions. If a

mission of that kind should be given at
any future time, all well and good. I
have always so represented our belief,
and acted accordingly, wherever I have
been, and so have my brethren in Eng-
land, in France, in Germany, and in all
nations where I have been. I have always
adhered to the laws of the nation where I
sojourned. In the United States we stand
in a political capacity, in this Territory,
as part and parcel of the United States.
We occupy that position; we are obliged
to do so; we cannot help ourselves if we
wish it, but we do not wish it. We are
a number of men here—a multitude of
people, men, women, and children, occu-
pying quite an extensive Territory, with
settlements extending over a distance of
500 miles in length. What the amount
of population is I am not prepared to
say; but I am prepared to say that, as
a population, as a people, as a Territory,
we have always been loyal to the insti-
tutions of our government, and I am at
the defiance of the world to prove any-
thing to the contrary. When we left—
I was going to say the United States—
what did we leave for? Why did we leave
that country? Was it because its institu-
tions were not good? No. Was it because
its constitution was not one of the best
that was ever framed? No. Was it be-
cause the laws of the United States, or of
the States where we sojourned, were not
good? No. Why was it? It was because
there was not sufficient virtue found in
the Executive to sustain their own laws.
That was the reason, gentlemen. Is this
anything to be proud of? It is a thing that
should make every honorable American
hide his head in shame; and all reflect-
ing, intelligent, and honorable men feel
thus.

It is well understood that executive
officers, whether State or Federal, are
bound by the most solemn oath, to


