RELIGIOUS IDEAS OF THE WORLD.

wrong, and so state it, and believe that
nothing can make a wrong into a right,
nothing can turn an error into a truth;
and hence there is quite a difference of
feeling sometimes arises in relation to
many of these things. We believe, for
instance, in our religious matters, that
God ought to govern us. We believe
that when we are called upon to perform
any labor or service of any kind, it is
part of our religious faith that we must
perform that, independent of any conse-
quences whatever. No other people have
got this religious feeling. Do you think
you could transplant a number of the
Church of England people into these val-
leys in the condition they were in when
we came here? No, you could not. They
would want to know where their living
was to come from, and how they were
to be sustained. You may go to the old
Methodists, that are yet more zealous,
and they would not do it. When the rush
was made for the California gold mines
here, shortly after they were discovered,
a certain number of priests went with
them to dig gold, and to take care of their
souls, I suppose, at the same time. But
then there was supposed to be gold to
pay for it. And, as the Scriptures say, "As
with the people, so with the priest," they
all traveled in the one road.

With us a few, it is true, have gone af-
ter gold—a few straggling ones here and
there have wandered in search of it; but
the generality of our Elders, while some
few have gone in this direction, have
been away traveling through the nations
of the earth, trying to help forward the
best interests and happiness of the hu-
man family, and inculcating those great
principles which God has revealed from
the heavens for the salvation of man;
traveling, too, without purse or scrip. I
remember, during the time of the gold
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fever, everybody wished to see me, where
I was traveling, because they wanted
to know something about the gold, and
they thought I was acquainted with the
neighborhood where it was obtained.
They were surprised that our Elders
should be leaving the prospects of such
wealth, and going forth on a mission
such as we are going on, so profitless and
dishonorable in the estimation of men.
But the Elders who did it were so infat-
uated, as some people would say, that
they would go forward to the ends of
the earth to preach what was viewed as
imposture—a something that was con-
sidered to be opposed to everything good.
It was to them astonishing that men
would leave this gold that exerts so pow-
erful an attraction upon the minds and
bodies of men; their motives and acts
were not comprehended. But our Elders
did it, and hence we differed very materi-
ally from others in relation to these mat-
ters.

We differ from them, also, with re-
gard to our political views, for they are
based on our religious faith; we believe
in God, and therefore we fear him; we
believe he has established his kingdom
upon the earth, and therefore we cling
to it; we believe that he is designing
to turn, and overturn, and revolution-
ize the nations of the earth, and to es-
tablish a government that shall be un-
der his rule, his dominion, and author-
ity, and shall emphatically be called the
government of God, or, in other words,
the kingdom of God. There is nothing
strange, however, in this; for a great
many parties, both in the United States
and in the governments of the old world,
have believed in the kingdom of God be-
ing established in the last days; it has
been a favorite doctrine, both among So-
cialists and Christians, and much has
been said and written about it, theoret-
ically. The difference between them and



