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constantly be on their watch against the
encroachment of a wicked power. The
wicked and corrupt who have settled in
our community are taking a course to
lead away those who are willing to be led
away from the truth—those who have
turned away from God; and it will be for
our good, as a community, if such persons
will leave and never again return to our
Territory, unless they can do so with a
determination to serve God and keep his
commandments. I love those who love
God; they are more precious to me than
gold, and silver, or possessions.

Do we live our religion as faithfully
as we might? Are we not in the habit
of telling lies now and then? Oh, yes,
we tell occasionally a white lie, or a little
catnip lie, once in a while. We should be
perfectly truthful and honest in all our
sayings and dealings with all men, es-
pecially with those who serve the same
God that we do, and are in the bonds
of the same religion. How to do this is
one of the great mysteries of the king-
dom of heaven. By telling these lit-
tle fibs we lose the spirit of the Lord
and get into darkness, then the sim-
plest truth becomes a mystery to us;
but when our minds are enlightened by
the spirit of truth, everything is plain
and clear to the understanding. People
get an idea that there is no sin in lit-
tle lies, or catnip lies. You read in the
Book of Mormon, where it is said that
the devil goeth about deceiving the chil-
dren of men, and tells them to lie a lit-
tle, and steal a little, and take the ad-
vantage of your neighbor a little, and
speak against thy neighbors a little, and
do wrong a little here and a little there,
and thus he leadeth them with silken
cords, as it were, down to destruction.
It is just as much a crime to steal a
penny or a cent as it is to steal a quar-
ter of a dollar—the quarter of a dollar is
more in value than the cent, but what

difference is there in the crime? These
little things we are apt to pass over un-
noticed, but they will operate materially
against your obtaining that glory which
you design to inherit in the next exis-
tence. If little wrongs are not checked,
they will lead on to greater ones, until
we are cheated out of our salvation. By
checking these little wrongs, as they are
called, we become more grounded and
rooted in the faith of Christ, as a tree is
rooted and grounded in the earth.

We ought not to take a course to in-
jure each other. A man holding the
Priesthood of the Son of God, a High
Priest for instance, will try to destroy the
influence of a better man, causing him to
walk in sorrow, that he, the High Priest,
may step over him and get to some par-
ticular distinction; but as the Lord lives,
and as the sun shines, such men will be
deceived in their designs, and will re-
ceive in full the measure they have tried
to measure out to others. In our deal
with each other, it is better to give a
man a dollar than to take a cent from
him; by wronging a man of a dollar or
a few cents, you may thereby cause a di-
vision between yourself and one of your
best friends. What for? For a poor, mis-
erable dollar. I have been, and am now,
subject to many weaknesses that I would
guard you against, but I am trying to for-
tify myself and overcome every evil that
is in me.

I will relate a little incident in my
own experience to illustrate the selfish-
ness of the human heart, and how by
perseverance it can be overcome. I have
lately been at work putting down some
carpets in the endowment rooms. I had
a piece of good carpet myself, and a
spirit came upon me which whispered,
"Brother Heber, you may just as well put
that carpet into the endowment house as
let it lie on one of your floors." Before
I got it out of doors to move it to the


