82

as he abideth in the Father. In doing this
they partake of the same spirit. If we
abide not in Him, we become like a limb
that is dead and ready to be burned.

My being one of the First Presidency
of the Church does not excuse me from
living my religion; but I should, on that
account, be more faithful, and show an
example to the flock of Christ, and con-
stantly be alive to know how things are
progressing in the Church, and be dic-
tated by the Holy Ghost in every act of
my life, that I may have power to dis-
cern the spirits of men, and be able to
give unto them the very counsel that my
Father in heaven would give them if he
were here himself. I endeavor to take
this course, and when I give counsel, I
do not run against Brother Brigham, be-
cause I am led by the same spirit. You
call these things little things, but they
are as big things as I know of; these
things lie at the root of the matter, and
from them spring the fruits of righteous-
ness. The main roots of a tree are fed
by the little fibers, and from them spring
the trunk, and the branches, and the
fruit. Let us cultivate those principles
which lie at the root of all righteousness,
that our professions and works may ac-
cord with each other, instead of being
contented with a mere form of godli-
ness, without power or foundation. This
Church is founded upon eternal truth;
its roots run into eternity, and all the
power of the devil and wicked men may
seek its overthrow in vain, for it will tri-
umph over death, hell, and the grave.
I know this. I know it by revelation—
by the Spirit of God, for in this way
my Heavenly Father communes with me,
and maketh known unto me his mind
and will. I have never seen him in per-
son, but when I see my brethren I see
his image, and I discover the attributes

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

of God in them. Then let us honor our
bodies and spirits, which are made in
the likeness of him who has created all
things and upholds them by his power.

I have never seen a time since I
entered this Church when there was
greater necessity for this people living
faithfully than now. It is a very prosper-
ous time, and we are gaining property
fast; and many, I fear, are losing sight
of everything else but the riches of this
world; and, were you to warn them of
it, they are so blinded by the deceitful-
ness of riches, that they would not be-
lieve a word you say. The more people
stray away from God the harder it is to
make them sensible of their danger; and
the more light that men and women pos-
sess, the easier it is to correct them when
they go astray; because they are more
like the clay that is in the hands of the
potter, and they can be molded and fash-
ioned according to the will and pleasure
of the master potter. We have got to
walk very faithfully before our Father in
heaven, and strive with all our might to
honor the covenants we have made with
him in his house.

I do not say but that you are just
as good men and women in this place
as in any other place in the moun-
tains; yea, I admit that the people
are better in the country towns than
in Great Salt Lake City, for the froth
and scum of hell seem to concentrate
there, and those who live in the City
have to come in contact with it; and
with persons who mingle with robbers,
and liars, and thieves, and with whores
and whoremasters, etc. Such wicked
men will also introduce themselves into
Davis County, and among all the settle-
ments throughout these mountains; but
where the people are truly righteous and
just, wicked men can do them no harm,;
were the people all righteous who pro-
fess to be Latter-day Saints, they would



