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men are revealed before Him with whom
we have to do; we cannot hide them; it
would be in vain for a man to say then, I
did not do so-and-so; the command would
be, Unravel and read the record which
he has made of himself, and let it testify
in relation to these things, and all could
gaze upon it. If a man has acted fraud-
ulently against his neighbor—has com-
mitted murder, or adultery, or anything
else, and wants to cover it up, that record
will stare him in the face, he tells the
story himself, and bears witness against
himself. It is written that Jesus will
judge not after the sight of the eye, or
after the hearing of the ear, but with
righteousness shall he judge the poor,
and reprove with equity the meek of the
earth. It is not because somebody has
seen things, or heard anything by which
a man will be judged and condemned,
but it is because that record that is writ-
ten by the man himself in the tablets of
his own mind—that record that cannot
lie—will in that day be unfolded before
God and angels, and those who shall sit
as judges. There will be some singular
developments then, I think. If this is to
be the case, as was said formerly, "What
manner of persons ought we to be in all
holy conversation and godliness?" There
is, in fact, something in this, that in a
partial degree can be read even on this
earth. There are men who profess to be
phrenologists and physiologists who pro-
fess to read character, and perhaps some
man, from a knowledge of human nature
and from a study of the human mind,
can, upon natural principles, unfold a
great many things. And there is associ-
ated with this Church such a gift as is
called the discerning of spirits; but it is
one of those things which we see in part
and understand in part, etc.; "But when
that which is in part is done away, and
that which is perfect has come, then we

shall see as we are seen, and know as we
are known." That is only a part of what
the other will be the perfection of. When
we get into the eternal world, into the
presence of God our Heavenly Father, his
eye can penetrate everyone of us, and our
own record of our lives here shall develop
all. I do not say that he will take trou-
ble to read everybody. We read concern-
ing the apostles in former times, that
when Jesus should sit in judgment, they
should be seated upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel; and
it is also written, "Know ye not that the
saints shall judge the world?" Who will
be judges of the world in this genera-
tion? You, yourselves, who understand
the laws of the Priesthood must say, Now,
then, if these things are so, it behooves
us to consider and ponder well the paths
of our feet, it behooves me to be care-
ful what I do, what doctrines I advance,
what principles I inculcate, and see to it
that I do my duty before God, and the
angels, and all men, for I cannot obliter-
ate the record which is written here. If
I am engaged in business transactions of
any kind, it behooves me to know what I
am doing; that I am dealing as I would
wish men to deal with me; if I do not,
the record is there. I think we read
somewhere, that if our own conscience
condemn us, God is greater than our
conscience; "if our own hearts condemn
us, God is greater than our hearts." If
I be a father and have charge of a fam-
ily, it behooves me to know what kind
of an example I set before them, and
how I conduct myself; it behooves both
fathers and mothers to know that they
are making a record of their doings that
they will not be ashamed of. It be-
hooves children to know what kind of
a course they take towards their par-
ents, and towards the building up of the
kingdom of God upon the earth. If I


