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I have felt much impressed with the
beautiful hymn which our choir has just
sung, speaking of our Heavenly Father
and our return again into his presence.
We frequently talk about our Father who
is in heaven, and we delight to dwell
upon our relationship with him, and an-
ticipate with pleasure the time when we
shall behold his face, regain his pres-
ence, and rejoice with him, with the
Savior, and with the spirits of the just
made perfect, in the eternal world. The
Lord has revealed a great many good and
great things unto us, but yet we seem
scarcely to appreciate the privileges with
which we are surrounded and blessed,
nor to comprehend exactly our true re-
lationship to our Heavenly Father.

I was very much pleased with some
remarks made by President Young in re-
lation to our Father two or three weeks
ago, wherein he describes him as be-
ing like ourselves, and possessing the
power to associate with us, and, that if
we were to gaze upon him we should see
a person like ourselves; yet he is spo-
ken of as being able to read the thoughts
of our hearts, and that a sparrow can-
not fall to the ground without his no-
tice. There are some peculiar expres-
sions in the Scripture and in the rev-
elations that we have had given to us,
which we may term Scripture, if you
please, pertaining to our Father who is
in heaven. We are told in one place

that "He is the light that enlighteneth
every man that cometh into the world."
We are told, also, "That every good and
perfect gift proceeds from the Father of
lights, in whom there is no variableness,
nor shadow of turning." We are told in
some of our revelations, which the Lord
has given to us in these last days, that
"He is the light that is in the sun, and the
power thereof by which it was made; that
he is the light that is in the moon, and
the power by which it was made; that
he is the light that is in the stars and
the power whereby they were made; and
that is the same light that enlighteneth
the understanding of man." According to
some of our systems of philosophy, and
the ideas that theologists would enter-
tain in relation to this matter, these re-
marks would appear strange and incon-
gruous.

We have been led generally to sup-
pose that the light which enlighteneth
the understanding of man is what is
termed of an intellectual character, and
differs materially from the solar light,
or the light of the sun; but if we ex-
amine these things critically, we shall
find that there is mixed up with the phi-
losophy of the heavens and the earth
things that have been altogether out of
the reach of human philosophy; that all
true intelligence, all true wisdom, all in-
telligence that is of any use or bene-
fit to the human family, proceeds from


