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according to our wants and necessities,
and we shall still have increased cause
for gratitude and thanksgiving before
him.

While the brethren were blessing the
bread, it struck me how grateful we
ought to be for the blessings which God
has guaranteed unto us—the great and
the inestimable blessings—through the
death of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. How grateful we ought to be
every day that we live, that our Father
and our God has provided a way and
means of salvation for us, that before we
were born and took upon us the form of
mortal men and women, the Lord in his
mercy, and in his wisdom and kindness,
had provided a way whereby we should
be redeemed from the power of Satan,
from the power of death, and be brought
back into his presence, and be clothed
with immortality and all the blessings
which attend such a condition. Every
time we partake of the sacrament, our
hearts should swell with thanksgiving
and gratitude for God's mercy unto us in
this respect; yet it is too frequently the
case with these blessings, as with many
other blessings which God has bestowed
upon us, their being so widespread pre-
vents us from appreciating them as we
should were they confined to a few of
us and were not bestowed upon all the
family of man. The blessings of air, of
water, of the earth—the blessings that
all the family of man enjoy in common
one with another—because they are so
widely spread and so universally en-
joyed, are not appreciated as are other
blessings which are more confined in
their application and in the result which
attends them to the children of men.
The blessings of the air we breathe, the
earth upon which we tread, of the water
which courses down in crystal streams to
satisfy our wants, and all the blessings
that are so bountifully bestowed upon

us, ought to be as much the cause of
thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father as
though they were confined to a few fam-
ilies only. And so, also, the great bless-
ings of that salvation, which is extended
universally, through Christ, to all the
children of men who will be obedient to
his requirements, ought to be appreci-
ated just as much as though confined to
us alone, to a few families, or to a small
portion of the community which occupies
these valleys.

The Lord has truly provided for us a
plan of salvation that is as wide as eter-
nity, that is Godlike in its nature and in
its origin; it is intended to exalt us, his
children, and bring us back into his pres-
ence. For this purpose our Lord and Sav-
ior came in the meridian of time. His
blood was shed that an expiation might
be made by which the plan of salvation
could be completed, that we, whose bod-
ies would otherwise continue subject to
an everlasting sleep in the grave, might
have our mortal tabernacles resurrected
and brought into the presence of our Fa-
ther and God, there to dwell eternally.

It should be a subject of thanksgiv-
ing and gratitude to us that we have
the privilege of comprehending the truth
sufficiently to derive the full benefit of
the salvation which is offered unto us
through the death of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ; because we are assured in
the word of God that there is a class, who
through their sinfulness and neglect of
the privileges and opportunities granted
unto them, and their disobedience to the
requirements of God, are cut off from
the full benefits of that salvation which
they would enjoy were they more obedi-
ent. But unto us is offered the salva-
tion in its fulness, extended through the
death of Jesus. After we have done with
this mortal life we are promised a glori-
ous resurrection in the first resurrection,


