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My prayer and desire is that while I
shall attempt to speak unto you this af-
ternoon, I may be led and dictated by the
Spirit of God, and I presume that this is
the desire of all the Saints who have as-
sembled themselves together for the pur-
pose of worshipping our Father and God
this afternoon in this tabernacle.

There is one point that was alluded to
this morning by Brother Lorenzo Snow,
in his remarks, which struck me with a
great deal of force. It was in relation
to the Saints entertaining a feeling of
gratitude to God for the blessings he has
bestowed upon us—that the Lord loves
those who entertain such feelings, and
who appreciate the blessings and kind-
ness he bestows upon them.

This truth accounts for the frequency
with which the Elders, when led by the
Spirit of God and speaking unto the peo-
ple, dwell upon the many blessings, and
privileges, and favors we have received
since our obedience to the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ. To many persons, such fre-
quent allusions to the blessings and fa-
vors that we enjoy, and the privileges
that have been bestowed on us as a
people, seem unnecessary, and in the
ears of some not acquainted with us
and our character, and with the princi-
ples we have espoused, sound like ego-
tism; but I can, myself, recognize a
great propriety in this style of preaching

or exhortation. I can see that there is
a necessity for it; that we should be con-
tinually stirred up to remember the Lord
our God and the favors which he has be-
stowed upon us from the time we em-
braced the Gospel until now; and not
only from that time, but from the earli-
est period of our infancy to this time, be-
cause his kindness, and providence, and
long-suffering have not been extended
to us alone since we have embraced the
Gospel, but from the time of our birth un-
til now.

The Lord has said that he is angry
with none except those who acknowledge
not his hand in all things. He is an-
gry with those who do not acknowledge
his hand in the various dispensations of
providence meted out to man.

It is right that we, as a people and as
individuals, should be continually grate-
ful to God for what he has done for
us. Unless we appreciate these bless-
ings, it is not likely they will be in-
creased upon us—it is not reasonable
that greater blessings than those al-
ready received will be bestowed upon us;
but if we are humble, meek, and filled
with thanksgiving and gratitude to our
Father and God under all circumstances,
appreciating and putting a high value
on the mercies he extends unto us, it is
more than probable that those blessings
and mercies will be increased upon us


