BLESSINGS OF THE RIGHTEOUS.

may receive an exaltation and glory in
his presence. He has revealed his Gospel
and established his kingdom to save the
nations, as far as they will be saved;
and we have the same Gospel and Priest-
hood that Adam had, and the same apos-
tleship that has ever been revealed to
any generation of men. This we present
to the world—it is in our midst; and
the Lord has sent forth his proclamation
to save this generation, which is sub-
merged in wickedness, and corruption
and abominations of every description.

Many of us have embraced this
Gospel, and I will say again, if we live
our religion we will have no disposi-
tion to walk in the paths of sinners, to
blaspheme the name of God, nor will
we have fellowship for persons who do
it. Dollars and cents will not buy or
lead those astray who have embraced the
Gospel and live their religion. I know
that a man who has been faithful in
his prayers, and has become acquainted
with the operations of the Holy Spirit
and the blessings of it, has no desire to
turn from the paths of truth to walk in
the ways of the ungodly, for the path of
truth and righteousness is the only path
of safety.

We are sent into this world to accom-
plish a great purpose, and to fulfil the ob-
ject of our creation we must observe the
commandments of God, and obey the or-
dinances of his house, and walk in them
while we live in the flesh, that when we
have done with this body we can go back
into the presence of our Father and our
God and receive in fulness the blessings
and promises made to his children. Any
man or woman that falls short of this,
falls short of fulfilling the object of their
creation. We have everything to encour-
age us to do right, and to keep the com-
mandments of God, and to be faithful
unto death, that we may have a crown of
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life. We have but little time to live here—
the labor of this probation is very short;
and when we can really understand that
our future destiny—future happiness,
exaltation, and glory, or our future mis-
ery, debasement, and sorrow all depend
upon the little time we spend in this
world, I can say that it is not to the ad-
vantage of any man under the heavens
to spend his time in doing wrong—it is
no advantage to any man to blaspheme
the name of God, he makes no money
by it, it brings him no joy, happiness,
or honor. And again, if a man ever ob-
tains any blessings from any quarter, he
has got to obtain them from the Lord, for
the devil has no disposition to bless, and
will not bless the children of men; but
he labors to lead them astray from the
paths of righteousness and truth.

Those persons who will not walk ac-
cording to the light they have, must
sooner or later inherit sore afflictions to
themselves; they do not have joy, and
happiness, and salvation like that per-
son who obeys the commandments of
God and constantly does that which is
right. The wicked are always in fear.
There is no inducement for a man or a
woman to commit sin—it is not a pay-
ing business. It is better for us to serve
the Lord; for those who serve the Lord
morning, noon, and night are happy,
whether they be rich or poor. I have of-
ten thought that I never saw this peo-
ple more happy than in their seasons
of greatest poverty, drivings, and afflic-
tions for the word of God and the tes-
timony of Jesus. The Spirit of God has
been with them, and in their humil-
ity and sufferings the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter, has been their constant com-
panion, and they have been filled with
joy and consolation, and have rejoiced
before the Lord for all these things.
They would not have felt so if they had



