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lives his religion in this church and king-
dom that can associate with any person
who blasphemes the name of God; he will
not stay in any such society, but feels
himself disgraced if he were to counte-
nance by his presence such blasphemy,
and this is so with all men who love the
Lord and desire to honor his name, no
matter where they may be, or what their
position on the earth.

We live in a wicked generation. There
is a change in the world now from what
it was fifty years ago. There is a great
change in comparison to the days of my
youth. There is more sin committed now
in one Gentile city in twenty-four hours
than used to be committed in a hundred
years. From the time I can remember
until I was twenty years of age, there
was but one murder committed in the
New England States. When it was gener-
ally known that a man had murdered his
wife and had to be hung up between the
heavens and the earth, it caused a great
sensation throughout that country. The
murders committed today have become
so numerous that they do not think it
worth while to publish them; newspaper
editors would rather give the space in
their papers to advertisements, they pay
better. Wickedness of every kind has in-
creased upon the face of the earth; dark-
ness covers the earth, and gross dark-
ness the minds of the people. The whole
earth seems to be deluged with profan-
ity and abominations of almost every
kind. This is as true as it is lamentable
to think about. The Lord has sent his
Gospel in its fulness; we have preached
it to the nations, and sin and iniquity
have increased a thousand fold since the
Gospel has been offered to them and they
have rejected it. The light which they
formerly had is withdrawn from them,
and the powers of evil have taken posses-
sion of them, and reign universally over

the nations; yet, notwithstanding this it
is no reason why we should follow in the
same path. It is for us to walk in the path
of virtue, righteousness, truth, and godli-
ness, honoring God and those things that
will exalt men to His favor. This way is
open before us—it is open to all men. The
Gospel of Jesus Christ has been revealed
in its fulness, glory, and beauty, and of-
fered to this generation; and every man
and woman who has been willing to ac-
cept the Gospel can see and understand
the blessings there are to be enjoyed in
embracing it. There are blessings of-
fered to this generation in the Gospel
which they have had no knowledge of be-
fore. There are blessings pertaining to
the Gospel in every age that the world
were ignorant of until the Gospel was
first presented to them.

The Lord gave the holy Priesthood to
Adam and to his sons; he gave to him
the keys of the kingdom, and all things
pertaining to salvation and eternal life.
Adam and all his posterity for some cen-
turies possessed and held the priesthood,
even down to the days of Enoch and
Noah, and the Lord saved the world as
far as he could by those principles; but
the hearts of men desired to do evil, and
evil increased in the world until men be-
came subject to vanity, to sin, and to the
temptations of the devil; they yielded to
his influence, and the consequence was,
after a few generations, and during the
days of Noah, they hardly could find a
righteous man—a man who was willing
to walk in the path of righteousness and
truth, and so the Lord brought a judg-
ment upon the world.

The Lord has introduced the Gospel
in a number of dispensations, and few
have embraced it. It is so in this
age of the world. The Lord has
commenced to warn the world in our
day, and has commenced to save all
who will obey his word, that they


