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I am called upon to occupy a little
time this afternoon. I will found my re-
marks upon the following words, viz.—
He that walketh in the paths of godli-
ness, righteousness, and truth hath not
fellowship with the blasphemer and the
ungodly. I am satisfied that in whatever
path the children of men walk, whether
that path be good or evil, the longer
they follow it the more desire they will
have to remain therein; and I am per-
fectly satisfied, also, that any servant of
God who faithfully keeps his command-
ments and enjoys the spirit of the Lord,
and walks in the light thereof continu-
ally, feels that anything which is con-
trary to this is unpleasant and disagree-
able to him. No man who thus walks
can be pleased and edified in hearing the
name of God blasphemed, or in associ-
ating with the ungodly and with those
who honor not the name of the Lord.
Every person has more or less influence
in the society where he moves, and be-
comes responsible not only for his acts,
but for the influence he exercises over
others. Those persons who will not re-
ceive the Gospel of Christ, and do not
keep the commandments of God, and
will not lay these things to heart, are
entirely ignorant of the joy, the conso-
lation, the gratification, and the bless-
ings which are received and enjoyed by

walking in the paths of the righteous and
the godly.

The good and the evil is presented
to all, and the light of Christ enlight-
eneth all that cometh into the world, ac-
cording to their capacity and the posi-
tion they occupy upon the face of the
earth; the spirit of the Lord operates
upon all persons, more or less, through-
out the course of their days, whether
they live under a gospel dispensation
or not. Those who live under what is
called civilized rule are taught the moral
law—the ten commandments—they are
taught not to lie, not to swear, not to
steal, in short, not to do those things that
are counted ungodly, unholy, and unrigh-
teous in the midst of society. When par-
ents teach their children these principles
in early youth, they make an impres-
sion upon their minds, and as quick as
children arrive at years of accountabil-
ity, early impressions will have an in-
fluence upon their actions and through-
out the rest of their lives. Children so
impressed and so trained are ever after
shocked when they hear their associates
swear and take the name of God in vain;
and if ever they learn to swear, it first
requires a great effort to overcome their
early impressions. Persons who are ad-
dicted to stealing, if they have not been
actually taught to steal in their youth,


