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religion, and I mean to do it. I will now
turn the tables another way round. Did
you ever see any of the Elders of this
Church out abroad among the nations
try to crowd themselves upon any people,
and seek to go into their balls and assem-
blies, or families, contrary to rule and
to the principles laid down? No, never.
Did you ever hear of them wanting to
take their daughters to balls and par-
ties, etc? No, never. We claim the same
kind of treatment from you; if we want
your company we will ask it; if we do not
ask it, you may consider that you are not
wanted. We know and understand the
spirit of the times to a certain extent.

"Do you mean to say that all the Gen-
tiles are bad men?" Not by any means;
there are a great many good, honor-
able, high-minded men; we have met
with many such abroad; we have met
with gentlemanly, courteous treatment
from strangers—I have, and so have
others—and we have met with such here.
We would not be behind any gentle-
man in reciprocating gentlemanly and
courteous behavior; we wish to treat
all good men as brothers, and no gen-
tleman will object to what I now say.
But I am sorry to say, that a great
many are not of this class. Let us
look at our position for a little while if
you please. We are here in the midst
of the mountains; there is a dreadful

war raging in the east, and all kinds of
characters are flocking here from that
war, good and bad, and who knows who
they are? We know one thing; vigi-
lant committees in neighboring mining
settlements are cutting the throats of
some and hanging others. How do we
know who we have here? Very likely
cutthroats, blacklegs, gamblers, gueril-
las, and murderers, all gathered here to-
gether; and here is an honest, industri-
ous people, and we do not choose to asso-
ciate with strangers until we know who
they are, and we think we are perfectly
right in so doing.

Our object is to serve God and keep
his commandments, and let the right,
and the might, and the truth bear rule,
and that right, by the help of God, we
will maintain. We do not choose such as-
sociates, we want to know who it is we
are talking to. I would dislike very much
to have a murderer to sit down at my
table and be placed under the disagree-
able necessity of dragging him out by the
neck. We have a right to know these
things, and we mean to know them. We
mean to take care of ourselves and pur-
sue a course that is right in the sight of
God. We mean to purify ourselves as far
as we have power, and by the help of God,
and cleave to the right and maintain it.
May God help us to do it, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.


