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first inducement to our gathering our-
selves together. We furthermore believe,
that being gathered together, it is our
right to worship God according to the
dictates of our consciences; we believe
other things, also, that have been com-
municated unto us, that have been spo-
ken and written about very plainly and
extensively, viz., that God will establish
his kingdom upon the earth, irrespective
of what my opinion may be, or yours,
or what the opinions of the government
of France, of the United States, or any
nation of the earth may be; we believe
this is a deed that will actually be ac-
complished, and that God will introduce
a rule and government of his own upon
this earth, and that all nations, all rule,
all power, all government, all authority,
will have to submit to that rule, that gov-
ernment, and that authority; that is, this
government will spread and extend un-
til "all nations (to use a very familiar
expression among all parties) shall bow
to the scepter of King Emmanuel." That
expression is very commonly used, and
very little understood; still, at the same
time, it is in common use throughout the
religious world generally. We believe it;
we believe, too, that it will be literally
fulfilled; that all nations will be over-
thrown; that these kingdoms, and gov-
ernments, and powers, and authorities
that exist on the earth, will be broken
and destroyed, and that God will intro-
duce a government and rule and domin-
ion of his own.

These are some of our views. There
are many people that have believed
in these things, many religious par-
ties have written about them; they
have expected them, and believed in
them; they have been part and par-
cel of their faith: there is nothing, re-
markable, therefore, about this. But
when we go a little further and say,
we believe that we are the people, then
it places things in another position.

Theory is one thing in relation to
these matters, and the practical part is
another thing. We do believe it, and we
honestly acknowledge that this is that
kingdom which the Lord has commenced
to establish upon the earth, and that it
will not only govern all people in a re-
ligious capacity, but also in a political
capacity. "Well," say some, "is not that
treason?" I do not know that it is; it
is not treason against the Lord, and I
do not know that it is treason against
the government of the United States, or
any other government. I have yet to
learn that I, or any other person, or na-
tion have power or authority to control
the Almighty in his acts. I think that
when he has a mind to, he will turn and
overturn, and revolutionize, and bring to
pass his purposes without asking me or
any other person or power on the earth
any odds, and we cannot help ourselves.
It is merely a matter of faith with me
and others, and it may be of knowledge
also in regard to the designs and pur-
poses of God in relation to this earth, and
in relation to this people associated with
him; but who do we interfere with po-
litically, whose rights are proscribed by
us, or what law is broken? None. We
respect, honor, and obey the Constitu-
tion and laws of the nation with which
we are associated. This is simply our
faith or knowledge, as the case may be;
it is the faith of this community that this
is that kingdom that the Lord has com-
menced to establish upon the earth. The
way that he has brought us together is,
as stated before, by preaching the Gospel
unto us through his servants, repentance
and the remission of sins through bap-
tism in water in the name of the Father,
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and
the laying on of hands for the imparta-
tion of the Holy Ghost.

I remember some years ago being
in the city of Paris, in France; there



