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seem unnecessary to say so; but it is nec-
essary. It seems, at times, as though we
had not sufficiently learned the lesson of
obedience, and it requires the servants
of God to continually remind us of these
things, and impress it upon us that in
this path alone can we obtain salvation.

The Lord told us years ago that we
were called to lay the foundation of a
great work. The Latter-day Saint who
looks to his own benefit alone, and does
not recognize the extent of the work and
its influence upon the people—not only
upon the people gathered together here,
but upon the nations of the earth, has
failed to comprehend the position he oc-
cupies as a servant of God; and, unless
he changes his course, instead of increas-
ing in the things of God, he will decrease,
and the Spirit of the Lord will not be
with him to the extent it would be, were
he alive to his duties and responsibilities
as a servant of God. We are engaged in
a work that affects ourselves, our neigh-
bors, our posterity, and progenitors, and
all the nations of the earth, and it will
not do to be blinded by petty interests; to
think in relation to the counsel to bring
out the waters of Jordan, for instance,
is it going to benefit my farm or my city
lot? To reason in this way betrays a nar-
rowness of mind that does not harmonize
with the greatness of the work we are en-
gaged in. If we look at matters in this
light, we are not worthy to occupy the po-
sition we hold.

While Brother Joseph W. Young and
Brother Gates were speaking, my mind
reverted to the history of Joseph, who
was sold into Egypt, the progenitor,
perhaps, of the greatest portion of
this congregation. An axiom came
to my mind, that history repeats it-
self. And the great majority of us
who are his descendants are not un-
likely to accomplish a work similar
to that which he accomplished. You

know what has been meted out to us by
our brethren. It has been our fortune,
like him, to be dreamers. Like him, we
related our dreams to our brethren, and
they acted towards us as his brethren
did towards him. They said, "We will
not have this dreamer to rule over us."
They put him into a pit, and afterwards
sold him to the Ishmaelites, and he was
carried to Egypt, where they thought
they would never see him or hear from
him again. But God overruled their
acts, and the fulfillment of the dreams
for which they sold him into slavery
was brought about by that very means.
So our brethren, instead of owning the
truth of our visions, acted towards us
as the brethren of Joseph did towards
him. They would not own the power of
God, nor look upon us as their benefac-
tors, but abused us and treated us cru-
elly, driving us from their midst; yet out
of it God will bring salvation to the rem-
nant which is left of them.

You may depend upon it, we are re-
peating the history of the past. We will
yet have to feed our brethren in the flesh;
we will yet be the head and will ex-
tend unto them the salvation and deliv-
erance, spiritually and temporally, which
they need. We can see plainly that the
Lord is overruling circumstances for the
accomplishment of this end. Shall we
not, then, be willing agents in his hands,
and seek with all the energy of our na-
ture to do what he requires of us? I be-
lieve this is the feeling of every Latter-
day Saint, and those who love righteous-
ness are determined in their hearts to do
all that is required of them by the ser-
vants of God. There is no one under the
sound of my voice today but has felt hap-
piness in doing what has been required
of him by the servants of God. This is
the secret of the power wielded by Pres-
ident Young over this people. Because
they have a living and abiding testi-


