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describes the Father of us all, saying, "I
beheld till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the
hair of his head like the pure wool:
his throne was like the fiery flame,"
etc. The prophet further says, "thousand
thousands ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood be-
fore him," etc. Again, "and, behold, one
like the Son of man came with the clouds
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of
days, and they brought him near before
him." Now, who is this Ancient of days?
You may answer this question at your
pleasure, I have already told the peo-
ple. But the Savior would answer the
question as to the appearance of the Fa-
ther of us all, by saying, "Look at me, for
I am the very express image of my Fa-
ther." Then if the Father is precisely like
his Son Jesus Christ, where is the man
here in the flesh that is precisely like the
Savior? We have not seen Him in per-
son, but there are men on the earth who
have seen Him in vision. As to whether
the Savior has got a body or not is no
question with those who possess the gift
and power of the Holy Ghost, and are
endowed with the Holy Priesthood; they
know that he was a man in the flesh, and
is now a man in the heavens; He was a
man subject to sin, to temptation, and to
weaknesses; but He is now a man that is
above all this—a man in perfection.

And what shall we say of our Heav-
enly Father? He is also a man in per-
fection, and the father of the man Jesus
Christ, and the father of our spirits; He
lives far above the influence and power of
sin, and holds in his hands the destinies
of all. We have not seen the person of
the Father, neither have we seen that of
the Son; but we have seen the children of
the Father, and the brethren of the Sav-
ior, who are in every way like them in

physical appearance and organization.
Although mankind of the same color look
alike, yet there exist expressions of the
features by which one person can be dis-
tinguished from another. The human
family all resemble one another in the
main characteristics of humanity, and all
resemble the Savior who died for us; and
could we see him in the flesh, as he ap-
peared to the ancients, we should very
likely find that some men are more like
him than others in feature and form,
as we often see men who are more like
Joseph Smith than others are. God is
our Father, Jesus Christ is our Elder
Brother, and we are all brethren, and of
one family, and our Heavenly Father is
subjecting us to sin, misery, pain, and
death for the exquisite enjoyment of an
exaltation. This will answer my mind for
the present with regard to the character
of our Father and our God, and with re-
gard to our Savior.

The reason of our being made subject
to sin and misery, pain, woe, and death,
is, that we may become acquainted with
the opposites of happiness and pleasure.
The absence of light brings darkness,
and darkness an appreciation of light;
pain an appreciation of ease and com-
fort; and ignorance, falsehood, folly, and
sin, in comparison with wisdom, knowl-
edge, righteousness, and truth, make the
latter the more desirable to mankind.
Facts are made apparent to the human
mind by their opposites. We find our-
selves surrounded in this mortality by
an almost endless combination of oppo-
sites, through which we must pass to
gain experience and information to fit us
for an eternal progression. Those who
are enlightened by the spirit of truth,
have no difficulty in seeing the propri-
ety and the benefit to us of this state of
things. Like heavenly beings, we are en-
dowed with the power of free volition; for
God has given to mankind their agency,


