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thought to be of sufficient importance
to be attended to. I wish to say to
the Latter-day Saints, and also to those
who do not believe in the fulness of the
Gospel, that this ordinance, which we
are now attending to this afternoon, is,
in reality, no more sacred than any other
ordinance of the house of God in the eyes
of Him who has instituted the same. The
validity of one divine law is the same as
the validity of another with our Father
and God. We partake of bread and wa-
ter to witness that we remember Jesus
Christ, who gave his life a ransom for us,
and that we are willing to keep His com-
mandments. He has said, "Do this in re-
membrance of me," when He ate His last
supper with His disciples; and He also
said, "But I say unto you, I will not drink
henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until
that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father's kingdom." We should desire
to remember Him in all sincerity, and
when we partake of these emblems, do it
with an eye single to His glory, and to the
building up of His kingdom, also for our
own perfection, salvation, and glorifica-
tion therein. In like manner we should
receive and obey all the ordinances of the
house of God; and I hope and trust that
we shall live to our profession so strictly,
and so closely adhere to the command-
ments of the Lord, that we shall never
hear the painful sound that Saints and
sinners are one; this I should abhor. I
pray that the Latter-day Saints will live
so that God, Jesus Christ, and the an-
gels will love them, and the devil and all
his hosts will hate them. I have never
yet been able to discover in all my re-
searches in sacred history that a Gospel
hater, a Jesus Christ hater, and a God
hater ever spoke well of Saints, either
in the former or in the latter days, but
have ever sought occasion against them
from the most trifling circumstances. We

have an instance of this, when the dis-
ciples of Jesus, in passing through the
cornfield, being hungry, began to pluck
the ears of corn, and eat; the Pharisees,
seeing this, said to Jesus, "Behold, thy
disciples do that which is not lawful to
do upon the sabbath day." You may read
at your leisure the answer of the Sav-
ior. This was a trick of the devil to bring
evil upon Jesus and his disciples. Sa-
tan and his followers think no better of
the Saints now than they did in the life
time of the Savior, and I hope never to
see the day when they will find favor in
the eyes of the wicked. It is true, some
will backslide, leave the Church of Jesus
Christ, and receive the spirit of the world
and the love of it, and, finally, be lost;
but the great body of the Saints, I most
fervently believe, will never amalgamate
with Baal.

I will now say a few words relating
to the subject which was presented to
the people this morning. Inquiries were
made by the speaker, why we have not
seen God; why we are subject to sin;
why we are in this fallen world? I will
briefly answer these queries. If our Fa-
ther and God should be disposed to walk
through one of these aisles, we should
not know him from one of the congre-
gation. You would see a man, and that
is all you would know about him; you
would merely know Him as a stranger
from some neighboring city or country.
This is the character of Him whom we
worship and acknowledge as our Father
and God: when He is disposed to visit
a house, a neighborhood, or a congre-
gation, He does it at His pleasure; and
although He may be seen by mortals
in this character, yet no man can see
Him in His glory and live. When the
Lord sends an angel to visit men, He
gives him power and authority to ap-
pear to the people as a man, and not as
an angel in his glory; for we could not


