CHARACTER OF GOD.

swept away before the just judgments of
Heaven. And if the Elders are sent forth
to bear the truth to the nations, they will
go, as it were, in the trough of a wave, as
the billows of tribulation and destruction
pass over the nations, retiring before an-
other wave comes; and thus, by the voice
of mercy and the words of truth, the na-
tions will be prepared for their doom.
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Brethren and sisters, be faithful—be
true to the Lord our God. Though you
should not get so much of this world's
goods, be sure your hearts are in uni-
son with the God of Heaven. May the
peace of Israel be and abide with you,
and with those who guide the destinies
of Israel from this time henceforth and
forever. Amen.

ORDINANCE OF BREAD AND WINE—ITS
NATURE—CHARACTER OF GOD AND OF
JESUS—REASONS WHY SIN AND DEATH EXIST—-EARTHLY
PROBATION NECESSARY FOR FUTURE GLORY—DANGER
OF APOSTASY.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT
SALT LAKE CITY, JAN. 8, 1865.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I am more and more convinced of
the inability of man to receive intelli-
gence to any great amount at any one
time. Some have an understanding of
what they commit to the keeping of their
memories, while others commit to re-
peat again, and that is the end of it.
Some can remember things for years
that have been told them, and still not
understand what was told them; while
others can receive more into their un-
derstandings, and retain more in their
memories, than others can, and still not
be qualified to repeat that which they
can remember and understand. Why
I make these remarks is, because that
I see around me, and feel within me,
the defects which are occasioned by the

weakness which is in man through the
fall. I would not, however, say that a
person entirely free from the effects of
the fall of man could learn knowledge to
any great amount at one time, though he
might be able to learn more than a man
would who is under the influence of the
fall.

I will make a few remarks, in the first
place, in regard to the ordinance of ad-
ministering bread and wine, which ordi-
nance we attend to every first day of the
week. This is a very solemn ordinance.
The Christian world accepts it, in pref-
erence to any other, as one of the ordi-
nances of the house of God. With some,
this ordinance is the first and the last;
and with others this ordinance is not



