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upon us, as if we were engaged in preach-
ing the Gospel.

It is recorded in the Book of Mor-
mon that when the Nephites were op-
pressed by the Lamanites, who would
not suffer them to pray orally unto God,
they prayed in their hearts, while en-
gaged in their labors, for the blessings
of God to be granted unto them, for His
deliverance to be extended to them, and
that their enemies might not have power
to hold them in bondage; and the word
of the Lord came to them and whis-
pered peace, and told them that the day
of their deliverance was nigh at hand,
the day in which He would emancipate
them from the thralldom of their ene-
mies. This is a good example for us
to follow. It is possible for us to bring
ourselves into such a condition that we
can pray unto God in our hearts, no
matter what labor we are performing.
We are exhorted to pray constantly unto
Him, and it is possible for us to con-
centrate our thoughts on the things of
God while we are doing our labor, and
our thanksgivings can ascend silently
unto God, and they are not unheard by
Him, and His blessing can descend upon
us, and His joy can fill our hearts, and
we can become the happiest and the

most blessed people upon all the face of
the earth. I know it requires a strug-
gle to concentrate our thoughts on the
things of the kingdom of God, while we
are engaged in business; but this is one
of the things which we have to train our-
selves to and to overcome.

I am pleased to see our people de-
veloping the resources of the earth as
they are. It is gratifying to see them
enjoying the blessings of the earth, to
see them wearing clothing of home man-
ufacture, and to see their houses car-
peted with homemade carpets; to see the
sisters wearing beautiful dresses, spun
with their own hands, is more pretty to
my mind than brocade silk or satin, or
fine cloth imported from foreign parts. In
these things I can see the independence
of our people being gradually secured.

I will bring my remarks to a close,
praying God to bless you, my brethren
and sisters, and those who may speak
unto us, and to fill them with His Holy
Spirit, and also those who listen to their
sayings, that their hearts may rejoice to-
gether with exceeding great joy before
Him, which is my prayer in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.


