18

was offered us. We sent men through
the Eastern country to try and raise
some means for the destitute women and
children, whose husbands, fathers and
brothers had gone into the Mexican war
at the call of the General Government,
leaving their wives and children and
aged fathers and mothers upon the open
prairies without home or shelter, and
the brethren who went East hardly got
enough to bear their expenses. The great
men of the nation were asked if they
would do anything for the Lord's peo-
ple. No; not a thing would they do, but
hoped they would perish in the wilder-
ness. "Therefore," saith the Lord, "Be-
hold, the destroyer I have sent forth to
destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and
not many years hence they shall not be
left to pollute mine heritage, and to blas-
pheme my name upon the lands which
I have consecrated for the gathering to-
gether of my saints." In the year 1845 1
addressed letters to all the Governors of
States and Territories in the Union, ask-
ing them for an asylum, within their bor-
ders, for the Latter-day Saints. We were
refused such privilege, either by silent
contempt or a flat denial in every in-
stance. They all agreed that we could not
come within the limits of their Territory
or State. Three members of Congress
came to negotiate with us to leave the
confines of the United States, and of the
public domain. It was understood that
we were going to Vancouver Island; but
we had our eye on Mexico, and here we
are located in the midst of what was then
northern Mexico. Fears have been en-
tertained that we shall again be med-
dled with; but you will find that the ene-
mies of the cause of God will have plenty
of business besides digging gold and sil-
ver and fighting the Saints, and I trust
Utah will be left as unnoticed as it is in
the President's message. I thank them
for what they have done and for what
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they have not done. I thank the Lord
that he has led this people, and suffered
them to be driven from place to place. I
thank the Lord that we have the words
of eternal life; and if we live by them, our
feet are as sure and as fast as these ev-
erlasting hills. I know where the Saints
will dwell.

In the mind of God there is no such
a thing as dividing spiritual from tempo-
ral, or temporal from spiritual; for they
are one in the Lord. There was noth-
ing of a temporal or spiritual nature sug-
gested by Joseph Smith in his day, for
the action of the Latter-day Saints that
would not have been beneficial for them,
if they had, with one heart and mind,
performed all he desired them to do. We
have proposed many things with regard
to our temporal affairs in these valleys,
which, when strictly obeyed, have been
attended with great benefits. Our action
touching our grain has greatly benefited
this community; it has resulted in re-
plenishing the wardrobes of the people
throughout the Territory, and placed in
their possession many thousands of dol-
lars. If you have a few hundred pounds
of flour to sell, keep it by you; by-and-
by, you will be offered a good price for
it in gold. Do not be tempted to sell
your breadstuff for a ribbon, or a frill, or
for some useless trapping; for herein we
are exposed to danger, when we treat as
a light thing the blessings of the Lord,
and squander them as a thing of naught.
Those men and women who barter away
their breadstuff for naught, trifle with
the blessings which the heavens have be-
stowed on them.

There are brethren who have stud-
ied law; but where is there a man
in our midst now that is worth any-
thing by studying law? Where is there
a merchant among us who has, year
after year, continued in the love of
the world, that cares anything about
the kingdom of God? Look out, ye



