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the cause of truth, although at the time
of our great afflictions, and while in the
straits in which we have been placed,
we could, naturally speaking, see noth-
ing but death and suffering. The Lord
has suffered all these things for the per-
fecting of the righteous and the good of
his people, and that the wicked may be
left without excuse. There is not an-
other nation under heaven but this, in
whose midst the Book of Mormon could
have been brought forth. The Lord has
been operating for centuries to prepare
the way for the coming forth of the con-
tents of that Book from the bowels of the
earth, to be published to the world, to
show to the inhabitants thereof that he
still lives, and that he will, in the latter
days, gather his elect from the four cor-
ners of the earth. It was the Lord who
directed the discovery of this land to the
nations of the old world, and its settle-
ment, and the war for independence, and
the final victory of the colonies, and the
unprecedented prosperity of the Ameri-
can nation, up to the calling of Joseph
the Prophet. The Lord has dictated and
directed the whole of this, for the bring-
ing forth, and establishing of his King-
dom in the last days. On one occasion,
when the Prophet was imprisoned, Sid-
ney Rigdon exhorted the Saints to scat-
ter and every man do the best he could
for himself; "for," said he, "this work of
the gathering of the Saints we shall not
accomplish, these Saints will never be
gathered again." I took the liberty of say-
ing to him that it was my opinion that we
should be gathered again, and that, by
and by, we should have Joseph with us.
Some thought it impossible; but we had
Joseph again and we gathered. The Lord
thus proved his people, and tried them
whether they would apostatize and give
themselves up to the power of Satan, or

be faithful to their calling and to their
God under every circumstance. The Lord
will try this people in all things, as he
tried Abraham of old, to prove whether
they will forsake him, or cling to the faith
of the Holy Gospel. I have been in this
Kingdom almost from the beginning; and
I have not yet seen anything I would call
a trial, that I could not willingly and joy-
fully endure; for, "Blessed is the man
that endureth temptation: for when he
is tried, he shall receive the crown of life,
which the Lord has promised to them
that love him." The Lord has thrown his
people on several occasions, into circum-
stances of destitution and dependence, to
try the leaders of the nation, and has
thus said unto them, what will you now
do for my poor and afflicted people; and
their reply has been, "We will destroy
them, if we can." They think they will de-
stroy us yet. In this, however, they are
mistaken, "For God hath not appointed
us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ."

Shall we still cling to the faith of
Christ, or will we forsake the Lord our
God, and seek "the friendship of the
world which is enmity against God?" Be-
fore we were driven out of Missouri I had
a vision, if I would dare to say that I had
a vision, and saw that the people would
go to the east, to the north and to the
west; but we should go back to Jackson
County from the west. When this peo-
ple return to the Center Stake of Zion,
they will go from the west. The Lord
has used every means to save the nation.
He has called upon them by night and
by day, through His servants whom he
has sent among them; but they are bent
on their own destruction. When we were
driven from Nauvoo, our Elders went to
the East to lay our case before the judges,
governors, and rulers of the different
States to ask for an asylum; but none


