HISTORICAL DISCOURSE.

the revelation given to Joseph Smith un-
true, which says if a man shall commit
adultery he shall lose the spirit of God,
and deny the faith. I have proven that
not to be true, for I have violated that
commandment and have not denied the
faith. He was so blind that he could not
see through the darkness that the spirit
of adultery had placed upon his head, the
great apostasy which seemed to shake
the Church, and tried men's souls.

Some time after the finishing of the
Temple, the brethren under the direction
of the Prophet had established a bank
in Kirtland, the paper to be redeemed
by specie, and secured by real estate.
The directors of that bank were mem-
bers of the Church, and they were de-
termined to sustain the credit of that
money. The question has some times
been asked, how much has that bank
failed for; it did not fail for a single dol-
lar, and yet when it failed there was
perhaps a hundred thousand dollars of
the bank paper out in circulation. War-
ren Parrish was the teller of the bank,
and a number of other men who apo-
statized were officers. They took out
of its vault, unknown to the President
or cashier, a hundred thousand dollars,
and sent their agents around among the
brethren to purchase their farms, wag-
ons, cattle, horses, and everything they
could get hold of. The brethren would
gather up this money and put it into
the bank, and those traitors would steal
it and send it out to buy again, and
they continued to do so until the plot
was discovered and payment stopped. It
was the cursed apostates—their steal-
ing and robberies, and their infernal vil-
lainies that prevented that bank being
conducted as the Prophet designed. If
they had followed the counsel of Joseph,
there is not a doubt but that it would
have been the leading bank in Ohio,
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probably of the nation. It was founded
upon safe principles, and would have
been a safe and lasting institution. Par-
rish and his coadjutors professed to
have discovered that Joseph was not a
Prophet, and commenced making a noise
about it, and went so far as to organize
about thirty of the Elders, into a new
church called the Parrish party, many
of them had been a long time in the
church. That may be considered the time
that tried men's souls; for a man that
would stand up in the streets and say
he was Joseph's friend, could not get a
greater compliment than being called a
lick skillet. Joseph had few friends; but
among the leading Elders of the Church,
in Kirtland the High Council, one of the
members of the first Presidency, some
of the seven Presidents of the Seven-
ties, and a great many others were so
darkened that they went astray in ev-
ery direction. They boasted of the tal-
ent at their command, and what they
would do. Their plan was to take the doc-
trines of the Church, such as repentance,
baptism for the remission of sins, throw
aside the Book of Mormon, the Prophet,
and Priesthood, and go and unite the
whole Christian world under these doc-
trines. Where are they today? Like a
rope of sand that has vanished to the
four winds of heaven. Many of them
have already in dust and ashes lamented
their fate, they have never been able to
prosper in any business, or take a lead-
ing part in any capacity. This is the re-
sult of that apostasy; and yet it was so
great that Joseph himself and his friends
had to flee from Kirtland. There was
a council there when President Young,
Brother Brigham as we called him, spoke
in favor of Joseph, and Jacob Bump who
had been a long time a Pugilist before
he came into the Church, said "how on



