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Ohio, but failing in business he took a
notion to write a novel; he wrote a book
called "The Manuscript Found," he took
his work to Pittsburgh, to a man by the
name of Patterson to get it printed, but
he failed and never printed it. It was
pretended that it fell into the hands of
Sidney Rigdon, and that he converted it
into the Book of Mormon, and induced
Joseph Smith to publish it; whereas it
is very well known that there had no
connection ever existed between these
parties. In the first place, Spaulding
never wrote any such work; in the next
place, Spaulding never had anything to
do with Patterson, and Sidney Rigdon
and him were perfect strangers to each
other. The first knowledge that Sidney
Rigdon had of Joseph Smith was when
Parley P. Pratt met him in Ohio, and pre-
sented him a printed copy of the Book
of Mormon; yet all this has found its
way into scientific literature, and you
will find it even in the North British Re-
view. Hurlburt's failure to destroy "Mor-
monism" was so complete, understand-
ing that he was backed by influential
men in Mentor and vicinity, that it ended
in their disgrace and discomfiture, and
this was so complete, that the story in
that country was hardly ever spoken of
afterwards. Yet the Spaulding story lives
among those who make lies their refuge,
and under falsehood hide themselves.

The word of the Lord given
in September 1831—see Book of
Covenants, Sec. 21, Par. 4—to make

Kirtland a strong hold for the space of
five years, gave rise to a new develop-
ment in the feelings and sentiments of
the Saints. The Prophet said, purchase
lands in the vicinity of Kirtland; men
were induced to buy farms, and to go to
work and build houses, to quarry rock,
and haul them on the ground, to build
a Temple. We were not then supplied

with reporters and clerks as we are now,
and many of the books that were kept
have been wrested from the hands of
the Church by apostates. The founda-
tion of the Kirtland Temple was laid in
1833, and there is scarcely a scrap of
history relating to it to be found, not
even the names of the twenty-four El-
ders in their order who laid the founda-
tion of it. When the Temple was com-
pleted there was a great manifestation of
power. The brethren gathered together
to its dedication. We considered it a very
large building. Some nine hundred and
sixty could be seated, and there would
be room for a few to stand, the congrega-
tion was swelled to a little over a thou-
sand persons at the time of the dedica-
tion. It was a trial of faith. The Elders
from every part of the country had come
together. The finishing of the Temple
had involved a debt of many thousands,
and we all came together to the dedi-
cation. The congregation was so large
that we could not all get in; and when
the house was full, then, of course, the
doors were closed, and no more admitted.
This caused Elder Frazier Eaton, who
had paid seven hundred dollars towards
building the house, to apostatize, be-
cause he did not get there early enough
to the meeting. When the dedication
prayer was read by Joseph, it was read
from a printed copy. This was a great
trial of faith to many. "How can it be that
the prophet should read a prayer?" What
an awful trial it was, for the Prophet to
read a prayer! The service of the dedi-
cation being over, it was repeated again
on the next day, to accommodate these
who had not been able to get in on the
first day, and all those who had been
there on the first day, excepting the au-
thorities, being required to remain out-
side, till these who could not get in the
day before were seated; the result of this



