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came there, and seeing the Prophet in
this condition, took it as an evidence
of the truth of "Mormonism," and was
baptized. These circumstances exposed
the life of the child, the measles struck
in and caused its death, and the whole
of this persecution was got up through
the influence of those apostates; and it
made it necessary to keep up a constant
watch lest some violence should be re-
peated. Luke Johnson informed us that
Warren Waste was afterwards a cripple,
rendered so by weakness in the small
of the back, and Dr. Dennison died
in the Ohio Penitentiary where he was
incarcerated for procuring an abortion,
which caused death; Joseph soon after
located in Kirtland. In Kirtland there
were manifestations of evil spirits in
high places, which might have been con-
sidered more dangerous than the mani-
festations in the early establishment of
the Church. Sidney Rigdon, on one oc-
casion got up to preach, and commenced
by saying that the Church and kingdom
was rent from them and given to an-
other people. Joseph was absent, when
he came home he found Sidney almost
like a mad man. He labored with him
and with the Church, and finally suc-
ceeded in convincing him that he was
under the influence of a false spirit. A
man from the State of New York by the
name of Hawley, stated that while he
was working in his field, barefoot, the
word of the Lord came to him, saying
that he should start on the instant, and
not stop to put on his shoes. He came six
hundred miles to Kirtland, and went to
Joseph with the message that he had suf-
fered John Noah, a prophet of God, to be
cut off from the Church, and that conse-
quently he had lost his office; and he had
also suffered the women to wear caps,
and the men he allowed to wear cushions
on their shoulders, and for these heinous

sins he was cut off, and this man had
come six hundred miles barefooted to
bear the terrible message. You might
suppose such an adventurer coming
among us would be regarded as a mad-
man by all, but at that time several men
were ready to listen to him; a Bishop's
Council was assembled and an investi-
gation had. During the investigation,
the subject of women wearing caps and
veils and having their heads covered was
canvassed, and the Bible ransacked by
Oliver Cowdery and others. When the
man was expelled from the Church for
giving way to the power of false spirits,
he rose up in a most solemn manner, and
proclaimed to the Council that they had
chosen darkness instead of light. This
man went through the streets of Kirt-
land in the night crying in a most dole-
ful voice, woe, woe to this people. I un-
derstand that brother Brigham, hearing
this nonsense and noise in the street,
jumped up out of his bed in the night,
took with him a cow hide whip into the
street, and told that noisy person if he
did not stop his noise he would certainly
cowhide him, which caused him to cease
to annoy the inhabitants with his folly.

Another prophet arose by the name
of Hoton, he had his headquarters at
the forge in Kirtland. He was the pres-
ident, and a man named Montague was
appointed Bishop. They resolved to live
precisely in accordance with the princi-
ples, as they understood them, spoken
of soon after the day of Pentecost, for
they had all things common. Their num-
ber increased to ten, and they called
themselves "the Independent Church."
Persons who had apostatized from the
Latter-day Saints could be admitted into
their party upon the terms of enter-
ing the room, shaking hands with ev-
ery member and consecrating their pro-


