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They had a meeting at the farm, and
among them was a negro known gener-
ally as Black Pete, who became a reve-
lator. Others also manifested wonderful
developments; they could see angels, and
letters would come down from heaven,
they said, and they would be put through
wonderful unnatural distortions. Finally
on one occasion, Black Pete got sight
of one of those revelations carried by a
black angel, he started after it, and ran
off a steep wash bank twenty-five feet
high, passed through a tree top into the
Chagrin River beneath. He came out
with a few scratches, and his ardor some-
what cooled.

Joseph Smith came to Kirtland, and
taught that people in relation to their er-
ror. He showed them that the Spirit of
God did not bind men nor make them
insane, and that the power of the ad-
versary which had been manifested in
many instances was visible even from
that cause, for persons under its influ-
ence became helpless, and were bound
hand and foot as in chains, being as
immovable as a stick of timber. When
Joseph came to instruct these Saints
in relation to the true Spirit, and the
manner of determining the one from the
other, in a short time a number of those
who had been influenced by those foul
manifestations, apostatized. Among the
number was Wycom Clark; he got a rev-
elation that he was to be the prophet—
that he was the true revelator; and him-
self, Northrop Sweet and four other in-
dividuals retired from the Church, and
organized the "Pure Church of Christ,"
as they called it, composed of six mem-
bers, and commenced having meetings,
and preaching, but that was the extent
of the growth of this early schism. John
Noah, another of this class, assumed
to be a prophet, and in consequence

thereof was expelled from the church.
Among the early baptisms in North-

ern Ohio, was a Methodist minister by
the name of Ezra Booth. He was present
when the Elders first received the ordi-
nation of the High Priesthood. They met
together in June, 1831, in a log school-
house in Kirtland, a room about eigh-
teen feet by twenty. While they were
there, the manifestation of the power of
God being on Joseph, he set apart some
of the Elders to the High Priesthood.
Ezra Booth was bound, and his coun-
tenance was distorted, and numbers of
the brethren looked at him, and thought
it was a wonderful manifestation of the
power of God, but to their astonishment,
Joseph came forward and rebuked the
foul spirit, and commanded it to depart,
in consequence of which Booth was re-
lieved, and many of the brethren were
greatly tried at such a singular treat-
ment by the prophet of these wonderful
manifestations of power.

Others had visions. Lyman Wight
bore testimony that he saw the face of
the Savior.

The Priesthood was conferred on a
number of Elders, and thirty were se-
lected to take a mission to the west-
ern boundaries of Missouri, and travel
and preach two and two by the way,
traveling without purse or scrip. They
did so, building up churches. Joseph
was required to travel by water, or
at a more rapid rate to reach there,
to meet the brethren and hold a Con-
ference in the land of Zion. It was
only a short time after the return from
this mission, that Ezra Booth aposta-
tized as did Jacob Scott, Symons Rider,
Eli Johnson, and a number of oth-
ers. The spirit of apostasy was lit-
tle known, but when these men apos-
tatized they became more violent, more


