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gate."
We are here chiefly for the purpose of

encouraging the people of this Ward, to
take out a portion of the waters of We-
ber, to irrigate the thousands of acres of
excellent land, that is now lying waste
around them. Counting the cost was a
practice among the Jews, for, says Je-
sus, "which of you, intending to build a
tower, sitteth not down first, and coun-
teth the cost, whether he have sufficient
to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath
laid the foundation, and is not able to fin-
ish it, all that behold it begin to mock
him, Saying, This man began to build,
and was not able to finish." But, count-
ing the cost may possibly be done in
such a way, that a man would not al-
low himself to perform the least duty of
a public character, without first stopping
to enquire whether it will pay, or how
much it will cost him; and if he fails
to see an immediate return of an im-
mense interest for present outlays, he
clutches his money or his property, and
covets that which belongs to the Lord,
and over which he is only a steward. It
seldom happens, however, that the very
excellent practice of counting the cost—
excellent when employed at the proper
time and on proper occasions—is called
into requisition when human pride has
to be pampered and satisfied, and thou-
sands, in consequence of not foreseeing
the result of present unwise expendi-
tures, have found themselves in a state
of insolvency, and while in this state they
are robbed of their peace, and have bit-
terness and gall in the stead thereof. I
would not have the Saints count the cost
in the way the wicked, avaricious world
do; for true Saints always have a fund of
faith, to join with their labor and means,
which should be taken into account, and
no true Saint will be contented to be
curtailed, within the limited bounda-

ries which dollars and cents give. "With-
out faith it is impossible to please
God." It is also written, that, "By
faith Noah, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house." That, "through
faith," the ancients, "subdued king-
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
Quenched the violence of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, out of weak-
ness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the
aliens," etc.

Should the brethren say that they
cannot bring out the waters of Weber, I
cannot believe them, until they have ap-
plied their faith, their means, and their
labor, and then fail in the accomplish-
ment of the work. I might inquire how
much it will cost me and my company to
make the present visit to Kaysville and
Ogden City. Nobody will think of this
expenditure; I shall not think of it; my
brethren, who accompany me, will not
think of it; it never comes into our minds
what it costs us, but how much good we
can do our brethren and sisters, in en-
couraging them to faithfully perform ev-
ery duty of a public and private char-
acter; so, when the Saints are required
to embark in any public enterprise, the
word should not be, "can I do it," or "am I
able to do it? What will it cost, and will it
pay, etc.?" but, "it is a work for the public
good, and we can do it, by going at it with
a will and determination, that will make
every obstacle, imaginary and real, van-
ish away."

When we say we cannot do a work,
which is embraced within the limits of
possibility, it will generally be found that
we cannot do it, because we are unwill-
ing to do it. If you bring out the Weber,
at a cost of two hundred thousand dollars
(I think however, that the work will not
cost that), and you do not cultivate one


