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and to learn, and enjoy the society of the
Saints here at the gathering place; and,
as a general thing, they have no desire
to say a great deal, while a few like to
preach among the Saints at home.

There is one thing I wish to say to
the Elders, who have returned from their
fields of labor, do not for your own sakes,
lay aside the garments of the Priesthood,
and think your missions at an end; for
have we not enlisted, to build up the
Kingdom of God on the earth, and estab-
lish truth and righteousness, and is not
this the work of a lifetime? It is little
matter how successful the Elders are, in
bringing the spirit and understanding of
the people, to the knowledge of the truth,
or how successful they are, in gathering
the people of God from the nations, for,
there is not one man in all the ranks
of Israel, that will ever be able to justly
boast, of having done one deed more than
his duty. When we have labored faith-
fully and diligently all our lives, until
we have accomplished the full measure
of our labor on the earth, not one will
be found that has done one act to build
up the Kingdom of God, more than his
duty required of him; while on the other
hand, it will very likely be found in the
end, that thousands have come short of
performing all their duty; and I think I
am safe in saying that there will be but
few, if any, who have performed all their
duty. I do not know of a man, within
the circle of my acquaintance, who has
performed every good he has had power,
ability and opportunity to perform. If he
has not been guilty of sins of commis-
sion, he has committed wrongs, through
the omission of duties. Then, let not
my brethren consider their mission is
at an end, if they wish to continue to
increase in influence, power, judgment,
and truth, in righteousness, and in the

knowledge of God, which he may please
to constantly reveal unto them through
their faithfulness; but let every man be
faithful in spirit, striving continually to
conquer every passion, and to subdue ev-
ery wrong feeling, and bring into subjec-
tion every unholy aspiration of his being,
and be willing for the spirit of truth—the
spirit of the Gospel—to lead and guide
him from day to day, from hour to hour,
and from moment to moment. If we
all do this, we shall constantly have in
our possession, words of comfort for each
other, and be in readiness to act at all
times, in the performance of every duty:
but let a man neglect his duty in his
earthly tabernacle, and he will find, in
the end, that he has committed many
a wrong, through the sin of omission.
Good, and opportunity to do good, is pre-
sented to man; but, because of his ig-
norance, he neglects to do the good he
might, and is, in consequence, full of
darkness.

There is a peculiar trait in the charac-
ter of the Kingdom of God, that is diverse
from all other kingdoms that have, do, or
will exist; and the king we have enlisted
to serve is different from all other kings;
for he wishes all those over whom he
reigns, to share with him the glory of his
Kingdom. He is our elder brother, and
we are children of the same Great Fa-
ther. "And if children, then heirs; heirs
of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if
so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together," when "he
hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father." The king whom
we serve, has promised to make all who
overcome the world, the flesh and the
devil, kings like unto himself. What
king, besides the Lord of glory, has made
such a promise to his subjects? Not
only will the faithful and worthy subjects
of the Kingdom of God, become kings:


