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privilege of any man to preach and not
practice. Still, we see it done by many.
They preach more than they practice;
but this does not diminish the obliga-
tions they are under to practice all they
preach and live the religion they profess.

I hear my brethren, Sabbath after
Sabbath, testify of what they believe,
what joy they have in the Gospel, how
firm they are in it, and that they de-
sire never to turn away from it, and then
they will pray the Lord to let them be
faithful! Who hinders them from being
faithful? There is nothing that is good,
not a truth in heaven, nor in hell, in the
earth nor under the earth, but what is in
our religion. What can you get outside
of the Kingdom of God? Death and de-
struction, pain, anguish and sorrow, mis-
ery and woe, and grief of every descrip-
tion. Some say, "I hope I will be faithful;
Lord, let me be faithful!" Who will inter-
fere with you? The Devil will interfere,
as far as he has power; but his power is
limited, while the Lord possesses unlim-
ited power; and, to use a common phrase,
we would like to be on the strongest side;
we would like to fight on the side of right,
for that will win. We would not know-
ingly invest capital in an insolvent firm.
Then, let us invest in the firm whose
stock consists in the riches of eternity;
for all the light there is in heaven and
on the earth is incorporated in our reli-
gion. Is there joy in heaven? That is in-
corporated in our religion. Is these joy
on earth? That, also, is in our religion.
Is there intelligence? Yes, an eternity of
it, and it is in our religion. Is there glory?
Yes, and that is in our religion. Is there
immortality? Yes; and that is in our re-
ligion. Everlasting lives? That is ours.
Friends? They are ours. Wealth? That is
ours. Peace? Yes; and that is ours. Every
blessing, and infinitely more than we can

imagine, is in our religion and for us to
enjoy, while, outside of it, there is noth-
ing but death and hell.

We can understand a few of the first
principles of our religion, and enjoy a
few of its blessings; but can we under-
stand the whole of it? No; not yet. We
can understand some of the ordinances
of the House of God; but do we under-
stand them all? We shall, if we are faith-
ful. We have had revealed to us some
of the ordinances and laws pertaining to
the celestial Kingdom of God, but are
they all revealed? No. Could we under-
stand them, if they were revealed? We
could not. There is a little given, as we
can receive it, as the Prophet of old said,
the Lord gives a little here and a little
there, "line upon line, precept upon pre-
cept, here a little and there a little." Why
did he not give more to his people in past
times? Because they could not under-
stand it. Why does he not give more to
this people now? Because they are inca-
pable of understanding it. But, in the se-
quel, we will find there is nothing that
can be desired by us in righteousness,
that is not incorporated in our religion.
We see glory and honor and wealth in
the world. They belong to the Kingdom
of God. But, it may be asked, why does
the Lord permit the world to have them?
He gives every blessing to both Saint and
sinner, just as far as they can receive his
blessings. He is bountiful of His mer-
cies and kind to all his children, bestow-
ing blessings upon them abundantly; but
they often abuse his bounties. The Lord
has given to all men every power and
blessing they possess; and he would give
them more, if they could receive it. It is
a pleasure to me to meet with the Saints,
to worship God and to offer up my obla-
tions to him; and it is a pleasure to the
Saints generally.

We preach a good deal to the


