THE INCREASE OF FAITH AMONG THE SAINTS, ETC.

glory and happiness of the past. While
I love to dwell upon the past, to re-
flect upon past scenes and associations
and past teachings, and draw lessons
therefrom, there is, nevertheless, to my
mind, as much happiness to be enjoyed
now in the contemplation of the King-
dom of God, in the contemplation of
the glorious principles, that are taught
unto us from time to time, as there is
in the contemplation of the past teach-
ings that we have received from the Ser-
vants of God in the days of Joseph. I
can see that this people have progressed,
and that the Authorities of this Church
have progressed from that time until the
present. I can see that there has been
no standstill with them, nor with the
Work of God with which they are iden-
tified. Every time I have returned from
missions I have seen this growth in my
brethren, in President Young, President
Kimball, and other brethren who have
been associated with them; I have seen
it as visible as I have seen the growth
of my children when I have been ab-
sent and returned. There has been a
mental and spiritual growth that has
given me an assurance that they are
continually advancing in the direction
of the celestial Kingdom of God our Fa-
ther, and I know there is a greater de-
gree of faith in the midst of this peo-
ple today than in the days of Joseph. I
can see it when I visit the Wards. I
see a spirit of obedience manifested by
the people to the Bishops that was not
manifested in the days of Joseph even
to him, himself, as the Prophet of God.
These things cause my heart to rejoice,
because I know that, notwithstanding
our numerous frailties and weaknesses,
and, notwithstanding our disobedience
and hardness of heart, there is never-
theless a growth and development going
on in the midst of this people; there is
a portion of the people, at any rate, who
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are diligently striving to keep the com-
mandments of God, and are successfully
overcoming the weaknesses of their na-
ture and that want of confidence and
faith which exists in consequence of the
traditions that have been instilled into
our minds by our early education. I
recollect upon one occasion, previous to
the death of the Prophet Joseph, hear-
ing him make a remark from the stand
which made a deep impression upon
my mind at the time. He said that if
he were to reveal unto the people the
principles and the doctrines which God
had revealed unto him, there were men
upon the stand that would go around
the streets of the city seeking to shed
his blood. I do not give his exact
words; but the idea. I was young at the
time, and I immediately began investi-
gating my own feelings to know what
doctrines brother Joseph could possibly
teach that would have that effect upon
my mind. Although I did not fully com-
prehend his remark, I believed it; for
I believed everything he said. Yet not
many months elapsed before I compre-
hended his words; for, soon afterwards
one of the men who sat on the stand
and heard that declaration, and whose
name he mentioned, went about the city
plotting to shed his blood. I do not be-
lieve it would be necessary for President
Young today to be so cautious in advanc-
ing doctrines to this people as brother
Joseph was at that time; not but what
there are principles and doctrines today
which he has to be as careful in ad-
vancing to this people, in consequence
of our unbelief and hardness of heart,
as brother Joseph was; but the same
doctrines that brother Joseph asserted
that if he advanced would lead to the
spilling of his blood, can be advanced to-
day, with the most perfect freedom, by
the servants of God. The people have
advanced sufficiently in faith and in



