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their deep laid schemes to counteract;
and, if there has been anything that
has been disagreeable connected with
our history from the beginning to the
present, it has been more especially
found in the opposition that we have had
to meet from the hands, mouths, and
pens of those who have been once num-
bered with us. This has been bitter,
and most disagreeable to our feelings; at
least, I can speak individually for my-
selfin this matter; it has been something
that has been exceedingly painful to me
to see those who formerly called them-
selves our brethren opposing the Work
of God with all the envenomed hatred
that you could imagine an evil spirit to
be possessed of, seeking the lives of those
men whom they formerly called brethren
and associated with on terms of friend-
ship. Every species of slander has been
circulated by them, and they not only
have sought to lay plans for the over-
throw of the Work of God, but they have
sought to disseminate erroneous views to
destroy in the minds of the people con-
fidence in the authority of those whom
God has called to stand at the head of
his Church. This list of enemies is a
very long one, and they have not been
idle; they have arisen one by one, time
after time, and have sought with all
the ability they possessed to destroy the
Work of God. But there is an assurance
which those who are living their religion
have, and which they ever have had from
the beginning until the present time—
an assurance of which men cannot de-
prive us, that God our heavenly Father
has decreed that his Work shall stand,
and that those who have received his
Holy Priesthood, and are endeavoring to
magnify the same shall be borne off tri-
umphantly over every opposing obstacle.
This is a glorious consolation for those
who are living faithfully in Christ Jesus;
it is something that is calculated to cheer
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the feelings of the Saints, and make
them feel happy in the midst of the vari-
ous afflictions and trials and adversities
they may have, from time to time, to pass
through.

It is interesting for us to contemplate
the history of the people of God in the
days in which we live. To my mind this
subject is full of matter; it is fruitful with
suggestions, and with happy thoughts. I
love to look back upon the history of our
people; I love to contemplate the path
that we have trod; I love to reflect upon
the many difficulties and the many tri-
als that we have overcome in the past,
through the power of our God. I see on
every hand a disposition manifested by
the enemies of the Kingdom of God to
lay snares for the feet of his servants;
but it will be as it has been, their efforts
will be overthrown. The recollection of
the history of the past and the many
scenes and trials and difficulties we have
had to pass through as a people, and
from which we have been delivered by
the Almighty arm of our Father and God
inspires us with confidence on this point,
and encourages us to look forward with
renewed assurance to that day, which
God has promised, when we shall be de-
livered entirely from the power of our en-
emies, when they shall not trouble us;
when the glory of the Lord, and the ter-
ror also of the Lord, shall be manifested
in Zion, insomuch that the wicked will
not come unto it. The contemplation of
these things causes me to look forward
with renewed assurance to this glorious
day that I know, as well as I know that I
stand here, will dawn upon us as a peo-
ple, and that too before very long.

I have heard, at various times,
a great many talk about the differ-
ence between the Church now and the
days of the Prophet Joseph. There
is a class of people who seem to de-
light continually in dwelling upon the



