THE INCREASE OF FAITH AMONG THE SAINTS, ETC.

this land, and among the Saints in other
countries, I felt a degree of freedom and
ease in trying to instruct them, in conse-
quence, no doubt, of knowing that it was
my calling, which had been laid upon me
by the servants of God, to impart to the
people such instructions as I might be
led to give by the Spirit of God. I have
a different feeling when I am at home
among my brethren and sisters in Zion.
I feel as though there was some need of
my sitting still to listen; still I do not feel
to shrink in the least degree from the du-
ties and responsibilities God has seen fit
to place upon me.

I rejoice exceedingly in the knowl-
edge God has given to me that this is
his Work—that he has established it
never more to be thrown down, and that
it is his mind and will it should roll
forth and increase until it fills the whole
earth. I know there are a great many
views entertained upon this point by the
people abroad, and they indulge in a
great variety of opinion respecting the
Latter-day Saints in the valleys of Utah.
A great many opinions have been haz-
arded in bygone days respecting our fu-
ture fate. Some have imagined that it
needed but a short time to elapse, and
a few changes to take place, and all
that would remain of this work would
be found on the records of the histo-
rian: that is, it would fall to pieces, and
pass away forever, and there would not
be even a remnant left of it. Many of
the Saints doubtless recollect what views
that were entertained relating to the
Prophet Joseph. It was supposed that
the whole Kingdom and the stability of
it depended upon his life, and that if he
could be removed, and his influence de-
stroyed, or his life taken from him, that
the system called "Mormonism," "that
gross delusion" as they termed it, would
tumble to pieces, and the adherents
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of the system would scatter abroad
throughout the nations no more to trou-
ble them. Acting upon this view they
sought his life for years, and at last
they were successful in destroying his
mortal tabernacle; but they were disap-
pointed, for they soon discovered that
it did not accomplish the end they de-
signed; still, the spirit that prompted
them to seek his life stirred them up to
endeavor to seek the lives of those who
had stepped forward and taken his place,
and who were seeking with the same
diligence which he had manifested to es-
tablish the Work of which he had laid the
foundation. You know with what perse-
verance they have striven from the be-
ginning to the present time to do this.
It is unnecessary for me to reiterate in
your hearing this morning the various
attempts that have been made from the
days of the Prophet Joseph until now—
how unceasingly they have endeavored,
and with what ingenuity and craft they
have sought to bring their wicked plans
and bitter malice to bear against the
work of God to sap its foundation that
it might cease to increase in the earth.
Not only have we had these things to
contend with from those who never were
associated with us and who knew noth-
ing about our principles, only as they
could gain a knowledge of them from
casual observation, but we have had
to contend with apostates—those who
have been numbered with us, who pro-
fessed to have received a knowledge of
the truth as we have received it, who
had received and officiated in the Holy
Priesthood, who had borne testimony
hundreds of times to the great Work
which our Father and God has estab-
lished in the earth. Yes, added to the ef-
forts of those who have never been num-
bered with us, we have had the efforts of
apostates to contend with, we have had
their malice to encounter, we have had



