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right to reject him. The nation, as a peo-
ple, objected to the Lord's calling upon
his servant Joseph, and sending him as
a teacher to this generation. The na-
tion called the United States of America
has a right to reject the revelations given
through Joseph, to reject the servants of
the Lord, and then the Lord has the right
to come out from his hiding place and vex
the nation. He too has rights. They had
a right to kill Joseph, and the Lord has
the right to destroy the nation.

We all have rights, and I would not
abridge the rights of anybody. But have
I not the right to do right, as well as
wrong? Yes. The foolishness and weak-
nesses of people lead them many times to
do wrong, to show to the heavens and the
earth that they have a right to do as they
please. You know people sometimes say
they will do as they please. Well, do so.
We have a right to help the people gather
here and to feed them, and they have the
right to go to the gold mines, or to the
devil by any road they please, and we
have a right to cut them off from all fel-
lowship with the Church, in the heavens
and on the earth. Men may come here
professedly Latter-day Saints, and when
they have accumulated a little property
they have the right to apostatize, and we
have the right to cut them off from the
Church.

Does it follow that a man is de-
prived of his rights, because he lists in
his heart to do the will of God? Must
a man swear to prove that he has an
agency? I contend there is no necessity
for that, nor for stealing, nor for doing
any wrong. I can manifest to the heav-
ens and to the inhabitants of the earth
that I am freeborn, and have my lib-
erty before God, angels and men, when
I kneel down to pray, certainly as much
as if I were to go out and swear. I
have the right to call my family together

at certain hours for prayer, and I be-
lieve that this course proves that I am a
free agent, as much as if I were to steal,
swear, lie, and get drunk.

We have tried to teach ourselves to
lead and guide ourselves, to be dictated
and controlled by the direction of the
Holy Spirit, and then to teach and coun-
sel the people under the dictates of that
Spirit. Is it our duty to preach to this
people and plead with them, until we can
govern and control them in all temporal
affairs as much as in spiritual affairs. I
answer, it is the absolute and impera-
tive duty of the Elders of Israel to try
and control themselves and their fami-
lies and their brethren, until they can
hold control over all things in righteous-
ness.

I know very well the feelings of the
people. "In spiritual things you are my
leader; I take you for my counsel in
spiritual affairs; but if you dictate me
in my temporal concerns, you touch a
string that does not belong to you, to
brother Heber, brother George A. Smith,
nor anybody else." If this is the case, ye
Elders of Israel, we have been mistaken
all the day long in telling you that we
are in a kingdom that in such case we
are not in, in preaching a Gospel that in
such case we have not in our possession.
We have declared that God has spoken
from the heavens, when in such case He
has not spoken. Our faith and labor are
vain, and we are still in our sins, or else
it is our duty to lead this people in every
act of their lives, as much in their tem-
poral as in their spiritual affairs, so far
as pertains to building up the kingdom
of God on the earth. Now, to this extent
we want to control you for your good in
regard to your grain. We want you to sell
it at a fair remunerative price for your
labor, so that you can build good houses,
employ your brethren, send for the poor,
provide for a few families when they


