THE EARTH THE HOME OF MAN, ETC.

eyes. We have been trying, for many
years, to show them the difference be-
tween the laws of the Lord and the laws
of men; between the ordinances of the
churches of men, and the ordinances of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Let me inform all the Latter-
day Saints and all the inhabitants of
the earth, that the Lord will not be tri-
fled with. We have often been told that,
when the Lord set up his kingdom on
this earth, and sent forth his servants to
administer in it, He would defend that
kingdom himself, and exert the powers
of heaven to bear it off.

You remember reading in the parable
of the wicked husbandmen, to whom the
Lord let out his vineyard, that when He
sent servants to receive fruits of his vine-
yard, they stoned them and cast them
out. But last of all He sent unto them
His Son, saying, "They will reverence my
son;" but they said among themselves,
"This is the heir; come, let us kill him,
and let us seize on his inheritance." They
slew Him. "When the Lord therefore of
the vineyard cometh, what will he do
unto these husbandmen? They say unto
him, He will miserably destroy those
wicked men, and will let out his vine-
yard unto other husbandmen, which will
render Him the fruits in their seasons."
Were not the Jews destroyed—scattered
and broken up as a nation? They were,
because they made war against God,
and against His servants whom He had
called and sent to them with a message
of salvation. Had a pretender arisen
and professed to prophesy in the name
of the Lord, when the Lord did not speak
through him, and they had slain him as
they did Jesus and His Apostles, would
the Lord have noticed it? I think not.

The Puritans supposed they were
sent of God, and hated the Quakers
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and persecuted them even unto death.
Did the Lord notice that conduct in any
signal manner? No. But suppose the
Quakers had been the Saints of the
Lord, and that He had said to William
Penn and others, "You are my authorized
agents to build up my kingdom on the
earth," would the Lord have held the Pu-
ritans guiltless for the persecution of his
chosen people? He would not, but would
in a signal manner have called their per-
secutors to an account. But the Puritans
were not sent of the Lord, neither were
the Quakers.

The Lord had not spoken to the in-
habitants of this earth for a long time,
until He spoke to Joseph Smith, com-
mitted to him the plates on which the
Book of Mormon was engraved, and gave
him a Urim and Thummim to translate
a portion of them, and told him to print
the Book of Mormon, which he did, and
sent it to the world, according to the
word of the Lord. The Lord said to him,
"revive my statutes and bring forth my
law which has been set aside by those
who professed to be my Saints, and es-
tablish the ordinances that were once
in my house, and tell the people they
must observe them. Now go and see if
anybody will believe your testimony." He
went and preached to his father's house,
and to his neighbors, and it was four or
five years before he got the six mem-
bers that composed the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints when it
was first organized on the 6th of April,
1830. This was a slow business, but at
last he organized the Church, for the
Lord had revealed to him the Aaronic
priesthood upon which the Church was
first organized; after that he received
the Melchizedek priesthood, when the
Church was more fully organized, and a
few more believed, and then a few more
and a few more. Now and then a per-
son would believe and feel inclined to go



