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"And he lifted up his eyes on his dis-
ciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for
yours is the kingdom of heaven." Again,
"Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath
not God chosen the poor of this world
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which he hath promised to them that
love him?" Again, "Blessed are the poor
in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven." A few words upon the subject in
these texts will answer any purpose and
feelings. Jesus had no other meaning
than simply, blessed are they who have
the light of revelation to understand the
providences of God, and to know Him
and themselves.

The rich that he and other writ-
ers have referred to, and that we of-
ten refer to, are those who trust in the
riches of this world, and forget their
God. I do not know how rich the chil-
dren of Israel were when they forsook
the Lord, but I suppose it was with them
as it is with mankind at the present
day, there were rich and poor; and they
did forget their God who brought them
from the land of Egypt and out of the
house of bondage with a strong and
mighty and outstretched arm; they for-
got Him so far that they transgressed
all the laws He had delivered unto
them; they considered those laws but
of trifling importance, and esteemed

their own laws and their own ways to be
far better than the laws the Lord had
instituted, and they broke the covenant
they had made with the Lord their God;
they deemed his laws nonessential to
salvation, and instituted laws and or-
dinances of their own, which the Lord
did not recognize, and forsook his in-
structions and His ordinances; they be-
came wicked, and would not seek after
God; God was not in all their thoughts.
Whether they were rich or poor as to
the things of this world made but little
difference with regard to their faithful-
ness, and their life and practice in the
ordinances of the house of God, and the
knowledge of His providences.

I have not learned that the possession
of goods and chattels, tenements, houses,
lands, gold, silver, wheat, or fine flour,
wine or oil, makes any difference with
the faithful servant of God. The Lord
loves those who trust in Him, who feel
their dependence upon Him, and feel and
understand their own weakness and in-
ability, who are thankful for their orga-
nization, and have full confidence in the
providences of the Lord, trusting in His
mercy and goodness to bring them off
conquerors, whether they be rich or poor.
The Lord loves all those who love Him
and keep His commandments.


