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What is the matter? We have been dug
out of the mire, been born in sin and
shapen in iniquity, as it were, we have
been clothed in corruption and mixed up
in the abominations of the world, we
have come out from a people that did not
acknowledge God, and are dishonest in
their acts, and it seems almost impossi-
ble for us to lay aside our dishonesty and
wickedness. If we cannot attend to these
little things how is it possible that we
can rise in the political horizon and be
as a beacon for all nations to gaze upon.
The Lord does not care a straw whether
we pay our Tithing or not, it does not
make Him one particle richer or poorer,
the gold and silver are his and the cattle
upon a thousand hills, the world and all
its fulness belong to him for he organized
and framed it; but as it is of what benefit
is it to him. He wants in the first place to
get men to acknowledge God, I was going
to say in one little carnal principle, one
little earthly principle, he wants to get
them to acknowledge him, by giving him
a certain little part, or one-tenth of what
he gives to them to see whether they will
be honest in this trifle, to see whether
they will act as honorable high-minded
men or not, or whether they will try to
cheat him out of it. If we do this hon-
estly and conscientiously until we have
fulfilled our duty, we are then prepared

for anything else. It is the principle and
not the Tithing we pay that is esteemed
of the Lord, he cares not for our Tithing
but he cares about our doing right. If
we cannot be faithful in a few things,
we cannot expect to be made rulers over
many things.

There seems to be a prospect that
some will suffer before next harvest for
bread, for all men are not competent
to provide and manage for themselves,
hence it is made necessary that a certain
kind of counsel should be given to us,
that we should manage these matters ac-
cording to a certain law and provide and
retain enough food for ourselves. And
if gold digging goes on anywhere in our
vicinity and the mails have to be carried,
etc., let them do the best way they can,
for that is their business and not ours;
our business is to provide for ourselves,
and thereby show that we are wise stew-
ards and capable of managing the things
that are put under our control. These are
a part of the duties that devolve upon us
to perform, and these simple little tem-
poral affairs we call our duties towards
God, ourselves and our families.

I pray God that he may enable us to
do right, and pursue that course that will
procure to us the approbation of heaven,
that we may be saved in his kingdom, in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


