OUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD, ETC.

brighter and brighter unto the perfect
day. We do not expect our newly arrived
brethren and sisters to understand the
ways of God and of his faithful people in
Zion, equally with those who have been
here for years, until they have had a suf-
ficient opportunity to practically learn
what there is to be learned religiously,
morally, politically, and every other way.

I think it was yesterday I saw a
man from Weber who said a merchant
came into that region and wanted to
buy up all the grain at his own price.
When he found he could not buy it at
his own price, he became disgusted, and
said the people were a set of damned
Brighamites. I took particular pains to
give him to understand that it was one of
the greatest wishes of my heart that the
people throughout the Territory would
be Brighamites enough to know how to
keep a little bread to feed themselves
and their children.

We have been in these valleys fifteen
years. Some thirteen years ago we built
a Tithing Store and the adjoining build-
ings; from that day until this, with few
exceptions, the grain bins in that Tithing
Office have been full of wheat, and we
could feed the poor; when the immigra-
tion came in, in the fall of the year, we
could supply them with bread, and we
had something to supply the families of
the Elders that are abroad preaching,
until now. I have more than once told the
people publicly that if they ever saw the
time when wheat would bring money in
this Territory, the Tithing Office would
be found empty; but you never heard
me say that God was going to shut up
the heavens and bring a famine upon
us, though it has been reported that I
said so. There will be a famine, and one
that will pinch us harder than we have
ever been pinched yet, if we do not do
right and try to avert it. The Tithing
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Office is empty, and my office is thronged
with hungry people asking for bread, and
we have it not to give them. Where is it?
It has been grown; God has given it to
us; it is in the hands of the professed peo-
ple of God throughout this Territory, but
it brings money, and there seems to ex-
ist an unwillingness to pay the Lord his
due.

Hear it, O ye people of God, the Lord's
house is empty, and the Lord's poor are
pining for bread; and when their cries
come up before Him he will come out of
his hiding place with a just rebuke and
a sharp chastisement, to be poured out
upon the heads of the slothful and un-
faithful of his people. If you bring in your
Tithes and your offerings to the Store-
house of the Lord, he will preserve you
from being overrun and afflicted by your
enemies; but if you refuse to do this, pre-
pare for a gloomy and a dark day. We
want something to feed the women and
children whose husbands and fathers are
in the silent grave. If we hold in fel-
lowship persons who will not render up
that which belongs to the poor, we must
receive the chastenings of the Almighty
with them; they must either be cast out
as salt that has lost its savor, or they
must render up to God that which be-
longs to him, and aid in sustaining the
Priesthood of God upon the earth. In
a "Revelation" given at Far West, Mis-
souri, July 8, 1838, in answer to the
question, O Lord, show unto thy ser-
vants how much thou requirest of the
properties of thy people for a Tithing?

"Verily, thus saith the Lord, I require
all their surplus property to be put into
the hands of the Bishop of my Church of
Zion, For the building of mine house, and
for the laying the foundation of Zion and
for the priesthood, and for the debts of
the Presidency of my Church. And this
shall be the beginning of the tithing of



