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What is the cause of all this waste of
life and treasure? To tell it in a plain,
truthful way, one portion of the coun-
try wish to raise their negroes or black
slaves and the other portion wish to free
them, and, apparently, to almost worship
them. Well, raise and worship them, who
cares? I should never fight one moment
about it, for the cause of human improve-
ment is not in the least advanced by the
dreadful war which now convulses our
unhappy country.

Ham will continue to be the servant
of servants, as the Lord has decreed, un-
til the curse is removed. Will the present
struggle free the slave? No; but they
are now wasting away the black race
by thousands. Many of the blacks are
treated worse than we treat our dumb
brutes; and men will be called to judg-
ment for the way they have treated the
negro, and they will receive the condem-
nation of a guilty conscience, by the just
Judge whose attributes are justice and
truth.

Treat the slaves kindly and let them
live, for Ham must be the servant of ser-
vants until the curse is removed. Can
you destroy the decrees of the Almighty?
You cannot. Yet our Christian brethren
think that they are going to overthrow
the sentence of the Almighty upon the
seed of Ham. They cannot do that,
though they may kill them by thousands
and tens of thousands.

According to accounts, in all probabil-
ity not less than one million men, from
twenty to forty years of age, have gone
to the silent grave in this useless war, in
a little over two years, and all to grat-
ify the caprice of a few—I do not think
I have a suitable name for them, shall
we call them abolitionists, slaveholders,
religious bigots, or political aspirants?
Call them what you will, they are wast-
ing away each other, and it seems as
though they will not be satisfied until
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they have brought universal destruction
and desolation upon the whole country.
It appears as though they would destroy
every person; perhaps they will, but I
think they will not.

God rules. Do you know it? It is
the kingdom of God or nothing for the
Latter-day Saints.

Do you know that it is the eleventh
hour of the reign of Satan on the earth?
Jesus is coming to reign, and all you who
fear and tremble because of your ene-
mies, cease to fear them, and learn to
fear to offend God, fear to transgress his
laws, fear to do any evil to your brother,
or to any being upon the earth, and do
not fear Satan and his power, nor those
who have only power to slay the body, for
God will preserve his people.

We are constantly gathering new clay
into the mill. How many of the newcom-
ers I have heard say, "Oh that I had been
with you when you had your trials." We
have promised them all the trials that
are necessary, if they would be patient.

Are you going to be patient and trust
in God, and receive every trial with
thanksgiving, acknowledging the hand
of the Lord in it? You will have all the
trial you can bear. The least thing tries
some people. Brother Heber and myself
going to the island in Great Salt Lake, a
week ago last Friday, created numerous
surmisings and misgivings with some. I
have thought that it might, perhaps, be
well to notify you regularly, through the
Deseret News, of my outgoings and in-
comings; and I may as well now notify
you that it is my intention to visit San-
pete, and, perhaps, our southern settle-
ments this fall. If I should do so, I hope
that my brethren and sisters will feel
satisfied, for I shall go, come, stay, and
act as I feel dictated by the Spirit of God,
God being my helper, asking no odds of
any person. Amen.



