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I have no doubt that the people in
general suppose it is a very easy thing
for me to arise and speak to them, but
I realize my weakness as well as other
men, and probably I feel as diffident as
most other men. When I first went forth
to preach to the world I suffered a great
deal in my feelings, probably as much as
any man that ever attempted to preach.
When I reflected upon my own inexpe-
rience I felt like a child, and I do to-
day. For this reason I think much about
those young men who have gone forth to
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They
will feel the need of being assisted by
the Almighty when they are traveling
through the European countries. Part of
them are under twenty years of age, and
they will realize their dependence upon
God more than ever they have done be-
fore. I was over thirty years old when
I commenced preaching the Gospel, but
they are all young and well adapted for
learning, hence they have many advan-
tages. In those early times we did not
know one hundredth part of the princi-
ples of the Gospel that we now know; in
fact, there was but very little revealed,
and we had not learned to understand
the Scriptures except to a very limited
extent. We had a little understand-
ing of what was already revealed and
written in the revelations given through
Joseph the Prophet. I look over these

things when I am thinking of those boys,
and that is not all, I pray for them con-
tinually. I never bow before God with-
out asking him in the name of his Son to
remember those young men, and I know
he will bless them with the power of his
Spirit to guide them in the way of life.
They do not know scarcely at present
whether they understand much about
the principles of the Gospel or not, and
they will not really know until they have
had some experience more than they had
here at home. They are brought into a
position where they will feel the neces-
sity of calling upon God, and when they
get home again they will find that they
have had quite an experience, such an
experience, too, as will be of lasting ben-
efit to them. I used to think that any-
body knew as much as I did, for I had
very little confidence in myself, but I had
confidence in God or I could not have
preached at all. They will have just such
feelings, and if they have any confidence
at all it will be in God. Well, this is
the case with most of us, and it is right;
our confidence should be in him and not
in ourselves, for without his assistance
we are nothing and can do nothing to-
wards the salvation of the human fam-
ily. To be sure, the world are as ignorant
as we were in relation to the Gospel of
Christ, but we are the chosen of the Lord
and he will support us in all our under-



