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of the Gospel that God revealed to him.
I refer to these things to show that this
feeling has been experienced by others
as well as myself, and if as great and
good a man as the Prophet Joseph felt
like this, no wonder that I should be ef-
fected and be wrought upon by surround-
ing influences. But, notwithstanding all
this, I rejoice in the blessings of peace
and truth that flow through obedience to
the Gospel to every honest soul.

When I look back to the days of
Joseph and then compare the people now
to what they were in those early times, I
discover that we have made a very great
advancement, and I rejoice in it. We all
can see this and are willing to admit of it,
but does this tell the whole of the story?
No; I say that if we look at the opportu-
nities the Saints have had since the days
of Joseph, the long season of peace and
freedom from mobs, we are compelled to
say that the Latter-day Saints have not
advanced more than half as rapidly as
they might have done.

Perhaps you will not agree with me
in what I am now going to state, but
be this as it may, I am satisfied that
it is true. This people will never im-
prove in their minds or advance in spiri-
tual intelligence until they improve and
advance their temporal interests. Pub-
lic and individual improvements always
advance and help forward the intellec-
tual. Now, property here in Provo is
not worth any more today than it was
ten years ago; the reason of this is, that
everything is at a stand, very few im-
provements are being made; there is no
spirit of enterprise except of a private
character. I speak particularly of Provo
at this time, because of our being here
and because it was the second settlement
made in these valleys. This city and Og-
den were the next places established af-
ter Great Salt Lake City, and you may

now look around you and see if the im-
provements made are, and have been,
according to the facilities afforded. Are
your habitations, your gardens, your
fields and vineyards in that state of culti-
vation that you have had the opportunity
and power of putting them?

In conversing with a man last night
upon the subject of property in this city,
and its present value, he wanted to know
what I considered such a field worth,
pointing to a certain place nearby. I
replied that it ought to be worth about
a thousand dollars, but of course it is not
worth that amount now, because there is
no improvement about it or in the neigh-
borhood. Now, I can tell you all can-
didly that unless you advance in these
temporal improvements you never will
increase in spiritual knowledge; the one
cannot thrive without the other. You may
think it strange that you cannot enjoy
religion and the Spirit of God in a lit-
tle, miserable log cabin, but you must
remember that the temporal and spiri-
tual go hand in hand, they are insepa-
rably connected, and you may rest as-
sured that the one cannot advance far
along the path of progression without the
other. This has been one of my principles
ever since I came to a knowledge of the
truth.

Public improvements always have a
tendency to make a town or a city flour-
ish. To the people of Provo I will say, in
the first place build, or rather complete
your meetinghouse, and then go forward
with such other public improvements as
will rouse up your spirits, elevate your
minds to action and make you energetic
in the Work of God, and the blessings
of the Almighty will rest upon you and
you will increase in the knowledge of the
principles of eternal life. This I know by
experience and by practice.

Some may ask why I talk so much


