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have assembled from different parts of
the earth to these valleys expressly to
serve God and live their religion. The
nations of the earth, without exception,
have wandered far from the fountain of
knowledge and the intelligence the Lord
gives to his covenant people. It seems
as though it might take the age of an
earth like this to bring back the children
of God to where they may know their Fa-
ther and understand that they are his
offspring.

In consideration of these things, is it
not strange that we should lust after the
gay, foolish, vain things of this world?
That we should be proud, haughty, arro-
gant, selfish, covetous and contentious?
Should not every person professing to be
a Saint so live that the Spirit of God will
dwell within them like a burning fire?
And when chastisement is necessary, let
it always be administered in the spirit of
meekness, whether to a wife, a child, a
brother, or a sister, &c. God wishes every
one of his sons and daughters to purify
their hearts to be prepared to dwell with
him. We should never permit ourselves,
in the beginning of a new day, to converse
with a wife, a child, or a neighbor, unless
the Spirit of God is with us, retaining
it for our companion through the labors
and business of the day until we retire to
rest at night. Jesus says, "But I say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you," &c. Because
we are commanded to love our enemies,
shall we forsake the society of the Saints
and leave for California and other places
to mingle with them, and swear, curse,
gamble and do all manner of iniquity
with them? No; this is not the way to love
your enemies. I would not exhort you to
hate your enemies, but I do wish that

you would let them alone severely. If
we do anything we will pray for them,
instead of giving them for naught our
time, our energies, our gold and silver,
our grain and the good things the Lord
has given us for our individual and mu-
tual benefit. Pray for them; but let them
alone, unless they are willing to hear the
truth.

I wish this people to pay particular
attention to the education of their chil-
dren. If we can do no more, we should
give them the facilities of a common edu-
cation, that when our sons are sent into
the world as ministers of salvation and
as representatives of the kingdom of God
in the mountains, they can mingle with
the best society and intelligibly and sen-
sibly present the principles of truth to
mankind, for all truth is the offspring of
heaven and is incorporated in the reli-
gion which we have embraced. We are
progressing in this branch of mental im-
provement. Some of our brethren have
been indomitable in their perseverance
to divert the minds of our youth from
an excess of frivolous and light amuse-
ments to the more useful and profitable
habits of study and learning. I might
here mention Elder David O. Calder, who
has successfully been teaching, in Great
Salt Lake City, the "Tonic Sol Fa" method
of singing. He teaches three distinct
classes, altogether numbering five hun-
dred scholars, twice a week. Every ac-
complishment, every polished grace, ev-
ery useful attainment in mathematics,
music, and in all science and art be-
long to the Saints, and they should avail
themselves as expeditiously as possible
of the wealth of knowledge the sciences
offer to every diligent and persevering
scholar.

I am very much opposed to the
practice of sending our boys out on
the range to herd stock. In doing


