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INSTRUCTION TO THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, IN THE
SETTLEMENTS SOUTH OF GREAT SALT LAKE CITY.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE SETTLEMENTS SOUTH OF
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, IN APRIL AND MAY, 1863.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

On the 20th of April, 1863, the
President and company left Great Salt
Lake City and arrived at American
Fork, when the following instructions
commenced—

We shall never see the time when we
shall not need to be taught, nor when
there will not be an object to be gained.
I never expect to see the time that there
will not be a superior power and a su-
perior knowledge, and, consequently, in-
citements to further progress and fur-
ther improvement.

To look for salvation fifty years hence
and do nothing for salvation at the
present time is preposterous. God has
placed the means of salvation within our
reach, and the volition of the creature is
at his own disposal. When his sons and
daughters avail themselves of the means
he has supplied for their salvation, do-
ing good for themselves, it is gratifying
to him.

We may rejoice greatly in the pos-
session of the spirit of truth and in the
power of God, which elevates the soul
to the contemplation of heavenly things,
but it does not teach men how to raise
corn. The Lord could impart this infor-
mation in a special revelation, the same
as he instructed Adam and Eve how to
cover their nakedness. He showed them
how to make aprons of leaves and then
coats of skins, and instructed Adam in
extracting the metals from their ores,
the same as one man instructs another.

People often wish they had the power of
God upon them. This is a good wish, and
the power of God is a power that would
aid men to accomplish much more than
they now do, if they possessed along with
it a liberal supply of sound information
and good sense. The power of God and
true knowledge are component parts of
godliness, and all the providences of God
dealt out to us are for the furtherance of
his kingdom upon the earth. We should
be willing to acknowledge his hand in
all things and be his faithful sons and
daughters, always ready and willing to
do what he bids us.

"Mormonism" is as dear as ever to
me. In all the prophecies delivered by
Joseph Smith, I do not think there has
been one failure; and all that has been
foretold by ancient Prophets concerning
the last days has been fulfilled so far;
not one jot or tittle has failed or will
fail. The Lord is kind to this people,
and if we could understand things as
they really are and be as willing to help
ourselves as the Lord is to help us, we
should advance much more rapidly in
the knowledge of God than we do. Ev-
ery providence and dispensation of God
to his earthly children tends directly
to life and salvation, while the influ-
ences and powers exerted by the en-
emy upon mankind and every suggestion
of our corrupt natures tends to death.
If there exists within us one feeling,



