INSPIRATION NECESSARY, ETC.

our responsibilities are great before the
Lord and to this generation. We have
borne record of the calamities that
should be poured out in the last days and
they are coming to pass. For thus saith
the Lord, "And after your testimony
cometh wrath and indignation upon the
people. For after your testimony cometh
the testimony of earthquakes, that shall
cause groanings in the midst of her, and
men shall fall on the ground and not be
able to stand. And also cometh the tes-
timony of the voice of thunderings, and
the voice of lightnings, and the voice of
tempests, and the voice of the waves of
the sea heaving themselves beyond their
bounds. And all things shall be in com-
motion; and surely, men's hearts shall
fail them; for fear shall come upon all
people. And angels shall fly through the
midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice,
sounding the trump of God, saying: Pre-
pare ye, prepare ye, O inhabitants of the
earth; for the judgment of our God is
come. Behold, and lo, the Bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet him." Again,
"I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked;
I am holding my Spirit from the inhab-
itants of the earth. I have sworn in my
wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of
the earth, and the wicked shall slay the
wicked," &c.

If a thousand Prophets had pro-
claimed to this nation what has come
to pass since 1860 to the present time,
who would have believed them? Not a
man, unless they possessed the spirit of
revelation. What the Prophet Joseph
Smith foretold thirty years ago is now
come to pass; and who can help it?
Have the Latter-day Saints been the
cause of this dreadful war? No. While
Joseph Smith was living, every public
and private calamity that happened in
the land was laid to his account. It
is not Joseph Smith or his brethren
that do these things, but the Lord
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has laid his hand on the nation. It is
a consolation to the Saints when they
contemplate upon what God has spoken
through his servants which is now be-
ing fulfilled before their eyes. All that
has been spoken by ancient and modern
Prophets have had their fulfilment un-
til now, and will have until the scene is
wound up.

No man ever did or ever will ob-
tain salvation only through the ordi-
nances of the Gospel and through the
name of Jesus. There can be no change
in the Gospel; all men that are saved
from Adam to infinitum are saved by the
one system of salvation. The Lord may
give many laws and many command-
ments to suit the varied circumstances
and conditions of his children through-
out the world, such as giving a law of
carnal commandments to Israel, but the
laws and principles of the Gospel do not
change. If any portion of this generation
be saved, it will be because they receive
the Gospel which Jesus Christ and his
Apostles preached. When the Lord in-
spires men and sends them to any gener-
ation, he holds that generation responsi-
ble for the manner in which they receive
the testimony of his servants. He called
upon us, and we left our occupation to
go forth in our weakness to preach his
Gospel; we had no power in and of our-
selves to do this, only as the Lord gave us
strength by his Spirit; and we have so far
built up his kingdom upon this principle;
we have been governed by this principle
of revelation in all our public and private
works which we have done for God. We
shall build our Temple upon this princi-
ple, and carry out all the purposes of the
Lord our God in the latter days upon the
same principle and upon no other.

The very moment that men under-
take to move for God in their own
way and upon principles of their own
coining, they will fail to accomplish



