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facture it into clothing, or pay the stores
seventy-five cents a yard for cotton cloth?
We have power to perform this useful la-
bor, or to neglect it and tease husbands
and fathers to buy at the stores the arti-
cles which we think we need.

Who will enter with me and my
brethren into this warfare with their
whole souls? I call it warfare, because it
has been so with me for years; it has con-
tinually been a heavy weight upon my
shoulders. I have for years been pleading
with the people to take a course to sus-
tain themselves. Some few are trying to
do so but it would be a great relief to me
if I could in truth say that we, as a peo-
ple, are trying to do so. I could sound the
feelings of the whole community upon
this subject by organizing clubs and so-
cieties for this, that, and the other, all
pointing to and having in view the great
self-sustaining principle, but such clubs,
societies, or firms are apt to clash more
or less and run into sectional differences
and sectional feelings. This I do not
want. When we say we will do a good
thing, I want the whole community to
be of one heart and of one mind in that
matter. If we say we will sustain our-
selves and be independent of foreign pro-
ductions and a foreign market, let the
whole community at once become a unit
on this point by forthwith beginning to
supply themselves with the necessaries
of life produced in their mountain home.

Some will argue that they could not
wear in warm weather a garment made
of the cotton yarn spun in our little fac-
tory in Parowan; I do not think the ar-
gument a good one. It has been strenu-
ously argued by our ladies that hoops are
a cool and comfortable fashion, but I can-
not understand how they derive the ben-
efit that is claimed for crinoline when the
accustomed quantity of clothing is still

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

worn. This argument is something like
the one often used in favor of drinking
spirituous liquors, "We drink liquor in
summer to cool us and in winter to warm
us." "We put on crinoline and the accus-
tomed number of garments in summer to
keep us comfortably cool and in winter to
keep us comfortably warm." I argue that
a dress made of Utah yarn, worn over
a reasonable quantity of underclothing,
would be more light, comfortable and
healthy than the style of dress now used
by our ladies.

What do you say? Shall we make our-
selves clothing from Utah cotton, from
Utah flax, from Utah silk, from Utah
wool, and wear cloth from Utah looms,
or go without? And you, my sisters, my
wives, and my daughters, come here to
meeting clothed and adorned with the
workmanship of your own hands and re-
joice therein; and do the same if you have
occasion to go to a party, and tell your
neighbors what you have done.

The wicked and selfish portion of
mankind are constantly engaged in pan-
dering to their own selfish and avari-
cious desires, regarding not the wants
and sufferings of their fellow beings.
Were the biographies of all the really
great and good of mankind known to us,
we should know that they lived to do
good to their fellow beings, to benefit and
bless their families, neighbors, friends
and the human family at large; such men
have proved themselves worthy of their
existence. Let us all seek diligently to
know what we can do to benefit our fel-
low beings. We must try with all our
power to overcome every injurious tra-
dition and custom we have learned from
our fathers and teachers.

We must learn to think for our-
selves, and know for ourselves, and
provide for ourselves. We can here
produce any amount of the raw ma-



