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stench. For this you will be called to
judgment, and if there is no one else to
charge you with the wrongs I will. There
is not a better country in the world to
produce wool than this mountain coun-
try, if the sheep are properly taken care
of.

Now, then, I ask, how many of my
brethren and sisters will enlist with me
in this warfare, not to contend with and
against carnal weapons, but against the
foolish traditions, pride, and vain imag-
inations of the people called Latter-day
Saints? Will my wives and children en-
list with me in this work? I have striven
with all my might to set a good example
before this people; I have striven with all
the power I possessed to introduce every
good into their midst. I do not know of an
evil practice that I am not willing to part
with this hour to do good to this people.
If there is a wrong in my practice, reli-
giously, morally, politically or financially,
I wish some of you would let me know it.
If I strive to do right and to take a course
to save myself and this people, should
not the people do the same? Myself and
my brethren who are with me heart and
hand are always ready and willing to do
everything in our power to promote the
kingdom of God upon the earth and to
save the people who profess to be Saints,
and all the inhabitants of the earth that
can be saved, then why should not all
the Saints do and feel the same? Are we
not all under obligation to be Saints, to
build up the kingdom of God, to bring
forth righteousness and deliverance to
the honest-in-heart, to gather up the lost
sheep of the house of Israel, to send
the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the
earth, giving all a privilege to hear and
believe it and to build up the Zion of our
God upon the earth? Is not this obliga-
tory upon every member of this Church

and kingdom, upon one as well as upon
another in their calling and capacity?
You all answer in the affirmative. Then
why not begin from this day to sustain
ourselves and cease feeding and clothing
those who wish us no good and giving
them our money for that which is com-
paratively worthless?

Is brother Heber C. Kimball willing
to enlist with me in this work? I can say
yes for him. Are his wives and children
willing to enlist with him and then with
me? Is brother Daniel H. Wells willing
to enlist with us? I can answer favor-
ably for him and for a great many oth-
ers. Why not every man and woman go
to with their mights and try to do some-
thing towards sustaining themselves?

The feelings of many are, "How are
we going to get gold to buy what we
want—to procure what we consider the
necessaries of life?"

You have read that piece of excel-
lent advice called the "Word of Wisdom."
I shall not say you must obey it; you
can read it over again and refresh your
memories, and I give the privilege to
the Elders of Israel to cease using to-
bacco, and if they will not cease using it,
then raise it; and then, also, to cease us-
ing spirituous liquors to excess. At the
time Mr. Holladay kept store opposite
the south gate of this block, he annu-
ally received not less than $29,000 for
the article, tobacco. His books will now
show this. Into Livingston's store I pre-
sume this people annually paid for the
article, tobacco, not less than $35,000,
and that, too, when we were but few;
what must our bills be at the present
time? I think I am safe in saying that
we have paid, for tobacco alone, at least
$100,000 a year during the last thirteen
years. Now, especially you Elders and
leading men of Israel, will you do your-
selves a favor by letting it alone from this
time? Brother George A. Smith says that


