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fluence spread abroad through every
ramification of society. These are my de-
sires and most sincere wishes. Let us be
united in our love for God and truth, for
in unity there is strength, and in unity of
this kind is made manifest the almighty
power of God. If we do this everything
is for us; nothing shall be withheld from
those who love God and keep his com-
mandments; all things that are worth
having will he give to them. These are
blessings and mercies which are enjoyed
by no people besides this people.

The self-styled orthodoxy of the day
will do no person any good, so far as
giving them a title to an inheritance in
the presence of God is concerned; there
is no balm of Gilead in all they can do,
say, or bestow on mankind, for the foun-
tain of life and intelligence is not with
them. So far as they inculcate morality,
it has a salutary influence in restrain-
ing mankind from sinking back into the
worst phases of barbarism, but it re-
ceives no impetus, no progression from
their teachings, for those who make no
profession of religion at all are gener-
ally more strictly moral, more strenu-
ously honest and more faithful in the du-
ties of life than those who profess the re-
ligions of Christendom.

The religion we profess is the foun-
tain of intelligence; it inculcates moral-
ity, truth, virtue and every principle of
true knowledge, and this leads to true
power and true excellence; it has with
it the vigor of life and leads to exal-
tation and to the presence of our Fa-
ther and God. Let us appreciate our
blessings and be careful not to hurt
the oil and the wine; let us be care-
ful that we do not trample upon the
principles which our Father has re-
vealed for our guidance, but let us be
constantly actuated by the influence of
the Spirit of the Almighty which is

within us and let us never grieve it away;
if we do this, we shall not wander into
forbidden paths, into darkness nor into
error, nor be left to believe a lie that we
may be damned. If we will follow out
the principles of our holy religion, we
will become the greatest and the might-
iest people upon the earth, and we shall
have power given to us to go forth in
the mighty power of Israel's God and re-
deem the earth from the thralldom of
sin and its consequences and raise high
the banner of freedom, the banner of sal-
vation to the human race. There is a
nucleus formed where all the honest-in-
heart may rally—where they will find
safety for themselves and their means;
here their rights will be respected and
their means protected. All people can
rally to this standard because it is firm
and steadfast, and the individual rights
of all will be respected; and it is the
only place on the face of the earth where
this assurance can be given, all else will
crumble and go to pieces and be wasted
away. This kingdom embraces all that
is permanent and lasting; it will endure
throughout time and throughout all eter-
nity, and we with it. We do know that the
Lord has commenced his great and mar-
velous Work and he will continue it and
break in pieces the wicked and ungodly
nations until they shall become the king-
doms of our Lord and his Christ, and his
kingdom which is now being set up will
continue forever and ever. This is our
testimony to all men; our cry is, Come
out of her, my people, lest you partake
of her abominations and of her plagues
which have been decreed upon her.

May the Lord help us to take
a course that shall lead us onward
and upward, that we may receive
and hold the dominion for God, and


