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it tells of their integrity, of the truth
of their teachings, of their conduct, of
their example and of their actions, as
well when abroad as at home. Those
persons who were thus gathered tell of
their teachings, of their counsels, and of
the advice which was given to them by
those Elders, which was productive of
salvation under all circumstances, at all
times and in all places. This is the time
when we might afford to weep, as the
President said in reference to the young
brethren that are going abroad; when
they come back, having magnified their
calling before God and the Saints, then
he said he could weep, and who could
not? It would be no tears of grief, no
effusion of sorrow, but it would be sim-
ply the overflowing of the feelings of joy
and gratitude. This is worth all that
has to be endured while absent from our
friends. Does this privilege and blessing
of holding the priesthood belong to these
young missionaries alone? No, there are
hosts of them. Why, the whole land
is filled with Elders holding the Priest-
hood of God; they are to be found num-
bered with the Elders' Quorum, with
the High Priests and with the Seven-
ties, and, in fact, all through the land
you can hardly see a man who does not
hold the Priesthood of the living God.
And the purity of life that should char-
acterize the man who is a minister of
Jesus Christ should be above the medi-
ocrity of ordinary men. The man who
administers the words of life and sal-
vation continually to the people, should
set forth that which he seeks to develop
in himself and he should seek to put
away that careless indifference of char-
acter which characterizes many others;
he should have a sacred and holy regard
for the truth; he should make life sub-
servient to the truth always, and should
never do violence to the principles of pu-
rity for any reason that could be urged

nor for any cause that could be plead, but
he should be among the people an exam-
ple of righteousness in whatever capac-
ity he might be called to act as a revela-
tor and a minister of God. By doing this,
do you not think there would be a refor-
mation? Yes, there would be a reforma-
tion and an increase of intelligence and
of purity of life. "Well," says one, "do you
not think there is an increase already?"
Yes, I do; but who does not know what
has been the claim and character of some
men in times past; for instance, a man
that has done one thing great and good
has satisfied himself with that, hence he
has made no further exertions to do any-
thing in any of those quorums by which
to raise and gather around him the orna-
ments of society.

Now, let us not be satisfied with these
good feelings and influences of the heart;
but let us be faithful and stand for God,
let us say we have received much that
has been good and precious, but still,
good Lord, we want more. For that let
us pray on, let us preach on and practice
purity of life, and still seek to be the min-
isters of righteousness that we may gain
that which we have not yet acquired, and
get that which we do not yet possess.

Now, this Conference should be the
means of carrying to the people sugges-
tions and instructions of this kind by
means of the Bishops and their Coun-
selors. Supposing that these men hold-
ing the Priesthood, instead of holding
it as ministers of God and of the truth,
should waste their time in idleness,
and should make their office the means
of their own aggrandizement, and, in-
stead of improving the opportunities af-
forded them to facilitate the advance-
ment and improvement of the people,
should neglect that which is really neces-
sary to be done and turn the labor upon
work that would be unprofitable and


