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that we had traveled together and ap-
peared to walk hand in hand with the
meager hag, and that she had met us
at every corner of life's path, but I also
knew that our poverty had never pro-
duced starvation. Under these circum-
stances then, when absent on missions,
we kneel down and pray, "God bless the
distant ones at home," and then go on
about our business.

I hope for the blessing and prosper-
ity of the Work of God, for its contin-
ued increase, and that the Elders who
go abroad may feel to the extent they
should the importance of the position
they occupy and the true nature of the
Work of God. Brethren, do not think
of anything but to increase the Work in
which we are engaged, for if it succeeds
we should be sustained. There is al-
ways an increase of our individual work
in the increase of the aggregate of God's
kingdom upon the earth. "But," says
one, "I do not know when I shall get
that other wife or those dollars I am af-
ter." Now wait a little; never mind those
things at present, but attend to your du-
ties in the Church and kingdom of God.
"Why," says one, "have you got rich?" No,
I have not in one way, but in another I
have. Some would imagine that I had
according to the Mountain Boys' man-
ner of speech, but I have not got rich
in this way; I have got rich in learning
to wait my time for everything, and to
be patient until the proper time comes.
I do not say that I have got rich, but
I have gained. I won't say that I have
gained as much as I might have done,
but I am going to keep on gaining and
adding more and more to my already
acquired stock of patience, and I want
to see all the brethren going on in this
way. "But," says the young brother that
has no wife, "would there be any harm
in me taking a wife?" I presume that
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under certain circumstances there would
not, and I presume equally that under
other circumstances it would be wrong.
Then, when you are sent abroad to
preach the Gospel, do not take a wife,
but attend to your duties in that call-
ing. I have been abroad for almost
thirty years, performed numerous mis-
sions, and I have never been commanded
to go abroad to take a wife. I want to
see the brethren who go on missions give
their minds and talents to the preach-
ing of the Gospel, that by their honest
treatment of the people the Saints may
be honestly gathered, be taught and led
onward and upward in the pathway of
exaltation and happiness.

When men labor in this way, the
prayers of the just will bless them; they
will become rich—in what? In the faith
and confidence of the souls that have be-
come enlisted in the truth through their
philanthropy. This will make a store for
holy reflection that will last perpetually
and eternally. But if we would secure
this in its fullest extent while here, re-
membering others as we think of our-
selves, we must extend and manifest
to them the same honest, truthful and
proper conduct that we wish to have ex-
tended to us. There is none of us who
would desire any wrong to be extended
to us; we would not crave it; we would
not ask for it unless we asked it in igno-
rance, but never while in the exercise of
good judgment. If you would never have
evil at your door, never carry evil and lay
it at the door of your brother or sister,
but be honest, pure and just. You can
do this, if you cannot do everything; and
Elders in Israel who act in this way are
always blessed. You never saw such men
engaged in any labor but what they were
blessed. You never see them go abroad
but what they are blessed; and when the
fruits of their labors flow in the home-
ward tide to Zion, that blesses them,;



